DANVILLE CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
September 3, 2019
7:30 P.M.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
MINUTES
A.

Consideration of Approval of Minutes from Regular Work Session Meeting held on August 8,
2019.
Council Letter Number CL - 2192.

WORK SESSION ITEMS
A.

Consideration of Amending the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Appropriation Ordinance for VDOT
Revenue Sharing Program Funds, State of Good Repair Program Funds and Transportation
Alternative Program Funds.
Council Letter Number CL - 2178.

B.

Consideration of Requesting the Virginia Department of Transportation to Allocate Fiscal Year
2021 and 2022 Revenue Sharing Program Funds.
Council Letter Number CL - 2179.

C.

Consideration of Requesting Virginia Department of Transportation to Allocate Fiscal Years 2021
and 2022 Transportation Alternative Program Funds.
Council Letter Number CL - 2180.

D.

Review of Proposed Changes to the Sign Code of the City of Danville, Virginia.
Council Letter Number CL - 2155.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
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PROGRAM UPDATE
COMMUNICATIONS FROM
A.

City Manager

B.

Deputy City Manager

C.

City Attorney

D.

City Clerk

E.

Roll Call

CLOSED MEETING
Subsection (A)(3)
As Permitted by Subsection (A)(3) of Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended for
discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property or of the disposition of publicly held real
property.
Subsection (A)(5)– this section should be listed as follows on the agenda: As Permitted by Subsection
(A)(5) of Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended for discussion concerning a
prospective business or industry related to economic development.
A.
B.
C.

Motion to Convene in Closed Meeting
Motion to Reconvene in Open Meeting
Motion to Certify Closed Meeting

ADJOURNMENT
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CL-2192
Work Session Meeting

Meeting Minutes

Item #: A.

Meeting Date: 09/03/2019
Subject:
From:

Approval of Meeting Minutes
Susan M. DeMasi, City Clerk

COUNCIL ACTION
Work Session: 09/03/2019
SUMMARY
Consideration of Approval of Minutes from Regular Work Session Meeting held on August 8, 2019.
Council Letter Number CL - 2192.

Attachments
Meeting Minutes
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August 8, 2019
A Regular Work Session of the Danville City Council convened on August 8, 2019 at 8:23 p.m. in
the Conference Room located on the Fourth Floor of the Municipal Building. Council Members
present were: James B. Buckner, L.G. “Larry” Campbell Jr., Mayor Alonzo L. Jones, Dr. Gary P.
Miller, Sherman M. Saunders, Fred O. Shanks, III, Vice Mayor J. Lee Vogler, Jr., and Madison
J.R. Whittle (8). Adam J. Tomer was absent (1).
Staff Members present were: City Manager Ken Larking, Deputy City Manager Earl B. Reynolds,
Jr., City Attorney W. Clarke Whitfield Jr., and City Clerk Susan M. DeMasi.
Mayor Jones presided.
MINUTES
Upon Motion by Council Member Saunders and second by Council Member Campbell, Minutes
from the Regular Work Session held on June 18, 2019 were approved as presented. Draft copies
were distributed to Council Members prior to the Meeting.
CONSIDERATION OF CHANGES TO CHAPTER 32 OF THE DANVILLE CITY CODE FOR THE
EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT SYSTEM
Director of Human Resources Sara Weller noted what was before Council were the proposed
changes to the Employee Retirement System. The National Resource Network recommended the
City make changes to the retirement system, requiring employee contributions. Staff’s
recommendation was that this be for new employees moving forward, effective September 1, 2019,
with the lesser of either 50% of what the City was contributing for employees, or the contribution
for VRS Hybrid Plan. Currently, the VRS Hybrid Plan is 5%, so no employee would contribute
more than 5% for Fiscal Year 2020. Dr. Miller questioned what if an employee wanted to start
contributing and Ms. Weller noted the City was not prepared to do that at this time. Staff had some
conversations about that, but right now, they want to continue with keeping the plan as is. The
City does have a 457 plan which was very similar to a 401K that employees can contribute to
voluntarily. In response to Dr. Miller, Ms. Weller noted there are nine other systems in Virginia that
have their own retirement system, and they all require employee contributions; Danville was the
only one that didn’t. Mr. Shanks noted he appreciated Ms. Weller putting this together. Mr.
Saunders questioned with new employees being required to pay into the retirement plan, will that
negatively impact recruitment and Mr. Larking stated he does not anticipate a negative impact, it
was a common practice. Vice Mayor Vogler noted the City brought in the NRN to give suggestions
that would help the City on a path of fiscal sustainability; this was one of those suggestions and
Mr. Vogler stated it is a good one.
Council agreed to put this on an upcoming business agenda.
CONSIDERATION OF AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CAPACITY
AGREEMENT FOR ENERGY STORAGE
Mr. Larking noted staff has requested this item be pulled from the Agenda.
CONSIDERATION OF AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF DANVILLE TO ENTER INTO A TURNBACK AGREEMENT WITH TRANSCO.
Director of Utilities Jason Grey explained 100% of the City’s natural gas was delivered over the
Transcontinental Gas Pipeline, it comes from the Gulf through Virginia up to New York. There are
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different points on the pipeline from Texas through Louisiana that the City receives gas from.
Transco has offered the City a ten year discount if they telescope all of the City’s capacity to one
station on the Louisiana/Mississippi border and give them that capacity for a certain amount; it
would provide a savings to the City for the next years and then the City would receive it back. The
total savings, if they do the full amount they originally asked for, would provide about $180,000 a
year savings.
Council agreed to put this on an upcoming agenda.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
City Manager Ken Larking explained Danville was part of the Staunton River RIFA and currently
was at 23% participation; this was the joint industrial park that was located at Hurt. The Town of
Altavista decided to withdraw their 23% and the County has asked if there was an interest on the
part of the City to take some of that 23% from Altavista. There was an annual cost with SR RIFA
which was related to the purchase of the property. Mr. Campbell questioned why Altavista backed
out and Mr. Larking stated it was new to them and they were expecting a much quicker return on
investment.
Mr. Saunders questioned the staff recommendation; Mr. Larking noted he spoke with Mr. Tucker
and their recommendation is 30 to 35%, which is several thousand dollars more per year. The
County’s share is 50%, Altavista is 23%, Danville is 23% and Hurt is 4%. With Altavista leaving,
the County was willing to go to 73%, or something less than that; they are offering Danville the
opportunity to take a portion of that 23%. Mr. Tucker stated of that 23%, he and the City Manager
would recommend taking no more than half of that, about 11.5%, or get the City up to 35%; he
would not recommend going above 35%. Mr. Tucker explained there would be a $35,000
contribution the City would make each year that goes toward buying the property. The property
was privately owned, and there was a purchase option. Right now, the City was contributing about
$23,000. Mr. Tucker explained it would have to come to Council to amend the Cost and Revenue
Sharing Agreement; staff wanted direction from Council.
Council agreed to go to 35%.
Mr. Tucker explained regarding the Sky Valley/Litehouse acquisition, when Sky Valley came in five
years ago, the IDA financed the purchase to up fit to the building for the floor drains. It was on a
twenty year amortization schedule with a five year refinance provision in the loan. They are at five
years, Litehouse was taking over that lease and they need a couple more months in order to figure
out what they are going to invest to up fit and expand that facility. Instead of it being refinanced
now and then having to potentially refinance it again in a couple months when Litehouse works
out their up-fits, it would save the City money to just extend the current loan and when Litehouse
was ready to do the refinance, they will go to the Bank. In order to extend the current loan, the
City has to extend the Moral Obligation. The Bank has agreed to extend the loan for another six
months, and staff would ask Council for the extension of the Moral Obligation on the August 20 th
meeting.
There were no objections from Council to putting this on an upcoming business agenda.
Assistant Director of Economic Development Corrie Bobe noted staff sent out an RFP for a
consultant for a parking study for downtown. They have narrowed it down to four and will be
interviewing them next week.
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Grizzly’s Axe Throwing will have their official ribbon chopping on the 16th of this month and asked
Council to join them.
COMMUNICATIONS
Dr. Miller requested an update on the lights on the bridges and Mr. Larking explained it has been
looked at in the past and would be a budgetary item. Staff has been looking at having that as part
of the park, to have the bridge behind it lit.
CLOSED MEETING
At 8:47 p.m., Vice Mayor Vogler moved that this meeting of the City Council of Danville, Virginia
be recessed and that Council immediately reconvene in a Closed Meeting for the following
purposes: discussion or consideration of the acquisition and/or disposition of real property for a
public purpose where discussion in an open meeting would adversely impact the bargaining
position of the City as permitted by Subsection (A)(3) of Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia,
1950, as amended, more specifically to consider both the acquisition of a specific parcel or parcels
of real property as well as the disposition of a specific parcel or parcels of real property for
economic development purposes; an Economic Development discussion and update concerning
prospective business or industry where no previous announcement has been made and/or the
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has been made
as permitted by Subsection (A)(5) of Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia, 1950 as amended,
and more specifically to consider the location of a prospective new business or industry to the area
and expansion of an existing business or industry.
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Campbell and carried by the following vote:
VOTE:
AYE:
NAY:
ABSENT:

8-0-1
Buckner, Campbell, Jones, Miller, Saunders,
Shanks, Vogler and Whittle (8)
None
Tomer (1)

Upon unanimous vote at 9:46 p.m., Council reconvened in open session and Vice Mayor Vogler
moved for adoption of the following Resolution:
CERTIFICATE OF CLOSED MEETING
WHEREAS, the Council convened in Closed Meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative
recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act; and
WHEREAS, Section 2.1-344.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, requires a Certification
by the Council that such Closed Meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby certifies that, to the best of each
Member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting
requirements of Virginia Law under Section 2.2-3711 were heard, discussed or considered, and
(ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the Motion by which the Closed Meeting
was convened were heard, discussed or considered by the Committee.
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Buckner and carried by the following vote:
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VOTE:
AYE:
NAY:
ABSENT:

8-0-1
Buckner, Campbell, Jones, Miller, Saunders,
Shanks, Vogler and Whittle (8)
None
Tomer (1)

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:47 P.M.
APPROVED:

ATTEST:

________________________
MAYOR

____________________________
CITY CLERK
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CL-2178
Work Session Meeting

Work Session

Item #: A.

Meeting Date: 09/03/2019
Subject:
From:

Virginia Department of Transportation - Fiscal Year 2020 Allocations
Brian Dunevant, Assistant Public Works Director & City Engineer

COUNCIL ACTION
Work Session: 09/03/2019
SUMMARY
The Commonwealth Transportation Board and the Virginia Department of Transportation have approved
allocations for the following:
Revenue Sharing Program. The City of Danville has been allocated a total of $1,216,500 for the following
projects.
$500,000 / UPC 113115 - Wilson Street Improvements from Bridge Street to Lynn Street
$216,500 / UPC 113288 - Riverside Drive at Audubon Intersection Improvements
$500,000 / UPC 113331 - Riverside Drive Reconstruction Eastbound and Westbound from Arnett
Boulevard to Locust Lane
State of Good Repair Program. The City of Danville has been allocated a total of $963,000 for the following
projects.
$254,000 / UPC 115274 - Main Street from Chambers Street to Ridge Street
$109,000 / UPC 115275 - Memorial Drive Southbound from Central Boulevard to Cahill Court
$112,000 / UPC 115381 - Central Boulevard Southbound from Falwell Court to Holt Garrison
Parkway
$155,000 / UPC 115349 - South Boston Road Eastbound from 300' west of the entrance ramp from
US 29 SB/Danville Expressway to the entrance ramp from US 29 NB/Danville Expressway
$333,000 / UPC 115382 - South Boston Road Westbound from the beginning of the median at
#1010 South Boston Road to 150' West from the NB US 29/Danville Expressway ramp
Transportation Alternative Program. The City of Danville has been allocated additional funds in the
amount of of $95,396 for the following project.
$95,396 / UPC 107726 - Trade Street Trail Advance to Commerce Street
These allocations need to be appropriated into the Capital Projects Fund account.
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BACKGROUND
Revenue Sharing
In October 2017, the City of Danville submitted Revenue Sharing Program applications to the Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT) for three Fiscal Year 2020 projects. VDOT's Revenue Sharing
Program provides localities with a funding source for transportation improvement projects. The program
requires the locality to match the awarded allocations. The City's matching funds were previously
appropriated in General Fund Capital Projects.
State of Good Repair
In January 2019, the City of Danville submitted State of Good Repair program applications to the Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT) for five Fiscal Year 2020 projects. VDOT's State of Good Repair
program has provided localities with a funding source to do resurfacing on certain identified segments of
primary streets that fall below a certain condition rating.
Transportation Alternative Program
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) had previously allocated just over $300,000 in
Transportation Alternative funds for an extension of the Riverwalk Trail between Commerce Street and
Advance Street. Construction bids were received in May 2019, and the lowest responsive bid was over
the project budget and estimate. VDOT allocated additional funds so the project could be awarded. The
program requires the locality to match the awarded allocations.
RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that City Council adopt the three accompanying Ordinances Amending the Fiscal Year
2020 Budget Appropriation Ordinance, to appropriate Revenue Sharing Program funds, State of Good
Repair Program funds and Transportation Alternative Program funds from the Virginia Department of
Transportation.

Attachments
Ordinance
Ordinance
Ordinance
SGR Maps
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-___.___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2020 BUDGET

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR PROJECTS TO BE UNDERTAKEN
WITHIN THE CITY OF DANVILLE AND TO BE FINANCED ANTICIPATING
REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM FUNDS FROM THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,216,500.
WHEREAS, the City of Danville requested the Virginia Department of
Transportation to allocate Revenue Sharing Program funds for various street improvement
projects in the City of Danville; and
WHEREAS, the City of Danville has received notification from the Virginia
Department of Transportation of Fiscal Year 2020 Revenue Sharing Program allocations
in the amount of $1,216,500; and
WHEREAS, these funds will be appropriated for Riverside Drive
reconstruction, Wilson Street improvements, and intersection improvements at Riverside
Drive and Audubon Drive; and
WHEREAS previously approved and appropriated capital funds will be
used to meet the city obligations for the required locality match.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of
Danville, Virginia, that the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Appropriation Ordinance be, and is
hereby, amended by using anticipated Revenue Sharing Program fund revenues from the
Virginia Department of Transportation in the total amount of $1,216,500, and such funds
to be appropriated as follows:
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ANTICIPATED REVENUES
Description

Account No.

Capital Projects Fund
UPC 113115 – Wilson Street Improvements

Amount

61478000-47415

$500,000

Capital Projects Fund
UPC 113288 – Riverside Dr. at Audubon Dr.
Intersection Improvements

61441000-47415

$216,500

Capital Projects Fund
UPC 113331 – Riverside Drive Reconstruction
Arnett Blvd. to Locust Ln.

61521000-47415

$500,000

TOTAL

$1,216,500

ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURES
Description

Account No.

Capital Projects Fund
UPC 113115 – Wilson Street Improvements

Amount

61478999-50

$500,000

Capital Projects Fund
UPC 113288 – Riverside Dr. at Audubon Dr.
Intersection Improvements

61441999-50

$216,500

Capital Projects Fund
UPC 113331 – Riverside Drive Reconstruction
Arnett Blvd. to Locust Ln.

61521999-50

$500,000

TOTAL

$1,216,500

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a flexible budget is hereby
authorized whereby appropriations may be increased to the extent that actual revenues
exceed the original revenue budget amount; and
BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED that all other accounts and provisions of the
Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Appropriation Ordinance, as amended, not hereby amended,
shall continue in full force and effect unless and until hereafter further amended or
repealed.
2
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APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR

ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-___.___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2020 BUDGET

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR ROADWAY MAINTENANCE PROJECTS
TO BE UNDERTAKEN WITHIN THE CITY AND TO BE FINANCED
ANTICIPATING REVENUES FROM THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION STATE OF GOOD REPAIR / PRIMARY EXTENSION
FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $963,000.
WHEREAS the City of Danville requested the Virginia Department of
Transportation to allocate State of Good Repair / Primary Extension program funds for
resurfacing specific segments of Central Boulevard, Main Street, South Boston Road, and
Memorial Drive; and
WHEREAS the City of Danville has received notification from the Virginia
Department of Transportation that the Commonwealth Transportation Board has approved
total allocations in the amount of $963,000 from the Fiscal Year 2020 State of Good
Repair / Primary Extension program; and
WHEREAS, these funds will be appropriated for use in Fiscal Year 2020.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of
Danville, Virginia, that the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Appropriation Ordinance be, and is
hereby, amended by using anticipated revenues from the Virginia Department of
Transportation in the amount of $963,000 from State of Good Repair / Primary Extension
program funds, and such funds to be appropriated as follows:
ANTICIPATED REVENUES
Description
SGR UPC 115274 – Main Street
Chambers To Ridge
SGR UPC 115275 – Memorial Drive
Central To Cahill
SGR UPC 115381– Central Boulevard
Falwell To Holt
SGR UPC 115349 – South Boston Road
EBL At Expressway
SGR UPC 115382 – South Boston Road
WBL At Expressway

Account No.
61522000-47415

Amount
$ 254,000

61523000-47415

$ 109,000

61524000-47415

$ 112,000

61525000-47415

$ 155,000

61526000-47415

$ 333,000

TOTAL

$ 963,000
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ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURES
Description
SGR UPC 115274 – Main Street
Chambers To Ridge
SGR UPC 115275 – Memorial Drive
Central To Cahill
SGR UPC 115381– Central Boulevard
Falwell To Holt
SGR UPC 115349 – South Boston Road
EBL At Expressway
SGR UPC 115382 – South Boston Road
WBL At Expressway

Account No.
61522999-50

Amount
$ 254,000

61523999-50

$ 109,000

61524999-50

$ 112,000

61525999-50

$ 155,000

61526999-50

$ 333,000

TOTAL

$ 963,000

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a flexible budget is hereby
authorized whereby appropriations may be increased to the extent that actual revenues
exceed the original revenue budget amount; and
BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED that all other accounts and provisions of the
Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Appropriation Ordinance as amended, not hereby amended,
shall continue in full force and effect unless and until hereafter further amended or
repealed.
APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR
ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney
2
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-___.___
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2020 BUDGET

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR ADDITIONAL TRANSPORTATION
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM FUNDS FROM THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION FOR TRADE STREET TRAIL PROJECT UPC 107726 IN
THE AMOUNT OF $95,396.00.
WHEREAS the City of Danville previously requested the Virginia
Department of Transportation to allocate Transportation Alternative Program funds for a
Riverwalk Trail Extension project in the City of Danville and those funds were received;
and
WHEREAS the City of Danville has received a construction bid for the
project which exceeded the project estimate and project budget; and
WHEREAS the Virginia Department of Transportation was able to allocate
additional Transportation Alternative Program funds so the project could be awarded; and
WHEREAS previously approved and appropriated capital funds will be
used to meet the city obligations for the required locality match for these additional funds.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of
Danville, Virginia, that the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Appropriation Ordinance be, and is
hereby, amended by using anticipated additional Transportation Alternative Program fund
revenues from the Virginia Department of Transportation in the total amount of $95,396,
and such funds to be appropriated as follows:
ANTICIPATED REVENUES
Description

Account No.

Capital Projects Fund
UPC 107726 – Trade Street Trail

61173000-48455

Amount
$95,396

ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURES
Description
Capital Projects Fund
UPC 107726 – Trade Street Trail

Account No.
61173999-50

Amount
$95,396
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BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED that all other accounts and provisions of the
Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Appropriation Ordinance, as amended, not hereby amended,
shall continue in full force and effect unless and until hereafter further amended or
repealed.

APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR

ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney
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CL-2179
Work Session Meeting

Work Session

Item #: B.

Meeting Date: 09/03/2019
Subject:
From:

Virginia Department of Transportation - Fiscal Year 2021 & 2022 Revenue Sharing Program
Applications
Brian Dunevant, Assistant Public Works Director & City Engineer

COUNCIL ACTION
Work Session: 09/03/2019
SUMMARY
The Public Works Engineering Division has prepared Revenue Sharing Applications to request Revenue
Sharing Program funds for Fiscal Year 2021 and Fiscal Year 2022 for construction of various street
improvement projects as identified below. These applications are requesting half of the estimate project
costs.
FY 2021 Intersection Improvements for pedestrians at Riverside Drive and Piney Forest Road.
($150,000/$300,000) This project will improve pedestrian facilities at this intersection. There is a bus
stop on the south side of the intersection but no facilities for pedestrians to cross to the north side.
There have been documented pedestrian hits in the area.
FY 2021 Memorial Drive / Craghead Street Improvements from Union Street Bridge Road to Patton
Street. ($850,000/$1,700,000) This project will help support the future Riverfront Park and
development of the White Mill property by improving the roadway efficiency and pedestrian
infrastructure.
FY 2022 Riverside Drive Westbound Reconstruction from Arnett Boulevard to Audubon Drive.
($725,000/$1,450,000). The project will remove existing concrete base and rebuild the road section.
This will result in less future maintenance of the corridor and better pavement reliability.
FY 2022 Intersection Improvements at South Main Street and Stokes Street. ($400,000/$800,000).
This project would improve the efficiency of the intersection and provide better pedestrian facilities
to cross South Main / Stokes Street. This intersection is utilized by emergency vehicles going to the
emergency room.
BACKGROUND
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has requested cities and counties submit applications
for Fiscal Year 2021 and Fiscal Year 2022 Revenue Sharing Program Funds. Applications are due
October 1, 2019. The program follows a biennial application cycle. The current estimated total program
funding amount is $100 million per year and the maximum annual award limit to any locality is $5 million.
The Revenue Sharing funds must be matched with local Capital Improvement funds. Pre-applications were
required to be submitted before July 1, 2019 for proposed projects. VDOT has reviewed the
pre-applications for the aforementioned projects and has provided approval for the applications to proceed.
A Resolution from City Council is required to be submitted with each application.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that City Council approve the accompanying Resolutions requesting the Virginia
Department of Transportation to allocate Fiscal Year 2021 and Fiscal Year 2022 Revenue Sharing
Program funds for the listed street improvement projects in the City of Danville.

Attachments
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Resolution
Project Sketch
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___.___
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE,
VIRGINIA ENDORSING INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS FOR PEDESTRIANS AT
RIVERSIDE DRIVE AND PINEY FOREST ROAD.
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Commonwealth Transportation Board
construction allocation procedures, it is necessary that a resolution be received from the
sponsoring local jurisdiction or agency requesting the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) to establish a project in the City of Danville.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the that the City
of Danville, Virginia, that the City requests the Commonwealth Transportation Board to
establish a project for the construction of intersection improvements for pedestrians at
Riverside Drive and Piney Forest Road; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to
provide its share of the total cost for preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, and
construction of this project in accordance with the project financial documents; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to enter
into a project administration agreement with VDOT and provide the necessary oversight to
ensure the project is developed in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local
requirements for design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of the project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville will be responsible for
maintenance and operating costs of the facility as constructed unless other arrangements
have been made with VDOT; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if the City of Danville subsequently elects
to cancel the project, the City of Danville hereby agrees to reimburse VDOT for the total
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amount of costs expended by VDOT through the date VDOT is notified of such cancellation.
The City of Danville also agrees to repay any funds previously reimbursed that are later
deemed ineligible by the Federal Highway Administration or VDOT; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Danville
hereby grants authority for the City Manager to apply for funds and execute project
administration agreements, as well as other documents necessary for approved projects.

APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR

ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney
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Attest:

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK

ALONZO JONES, MAYOR

In my capacity as the duly appointed Clerk of the City of Danville, I hereby certify that
Resolution #
which is hereto attached, was adopted at a duly called and
constituted meeting of the City of Danville held at the Municipal Building at 427 Patton Street
on
. Said meeting was called to order by Mayor Alonzo Jones at 7:00pm with the
following members present who remained in attendance throughout and constituted a
quorum:

The City Council of the City of Danville voted unanimously to adopt attached Resolution #
.
Given under my hand

this

day of

.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
STATE OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF DANVILLE
Attested Photocopy:
On this
day of
, I Susan DeMasi, attest that the preceding
document is a true, exact. Complete and unaltered photocopy made by me of Resolution #
.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___.___
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE,
VIRGINIA ENDORSING MEMORIAL DRIVE/CRAGHEAD STREET IMPROVEMENTS
FROM UNION STREET BRIDGE ROAD TO PATTON STREET.
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Commonwealth Transportation Board
construction allocation procedures, it is necessary that a resolution be received from the
sponsoring local jurisdiction or agency requesting the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) to establish a project in the City of Danville.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of
Danville, Virginia, that the City requests the Commonwealth Transportation Board to
establish a project for the construction of improvements on Memorial Drive/Craghead Street
from Union Street Bridge Road to Patton Street; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to
provide its share of the total cost for preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, and
construction of this project in accordance with the project financial documents; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to enter
into a project administration agreement with VDOT and provide the necessary oversight to
ensure the project is developed in accordance with all applicable federal, state and local
requirements for design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of the project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville will be responsible for
maintenance and operating costs of the facility as constructed unless other arrangements
have been made with VDOT; and.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that If the City of Danville subsequently elects
to cancel the project, the City of Danville hereby agrees to reimburse VDOT for the total
amount of costs expended by VDOT through the date VDOT is notified of such cancellation.
The City of Danville also agrees to repay any funds previously reimbursed that are later
deemed ineligible by the Federal Highway Administration or VDOT; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Danville
hereby grants authority for the City Manager to apply for funds and execute project
administration agreements, as well as other documents necessary for approved projects.

APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR

ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney

2
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Attest:

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK

ALONZO JONES, MAYOR

In my capacity as the duly appointed Clerk of the City of Danville, I hereby certify that
Resolution #
which is hereto attached, was adopted at a duly called and
constituted meeting of the City of Danville held at the Municipal Building at 427 Patton Street
on
. Said meeting was called to order by Mayor Alonzo Jones at 7:00pm with the
following members present who remained in attendance throughout and constituted a
quorum:

The City Council of the City of Danville voted unanimously to adopt attached Resolution #
.
Given under my hand

this

day of

.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
STATE OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF DANVILLE
Attested Photocopy:
On this
day of
, I Susan DeMasi, attest that the preceding
document is a true, exact. Complete and unaltered photocopy made by me of Resolution #
.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___.___
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE,
VIRGINIA ENDORSING THE RIVERSIDE DRIVE WESTBOUND RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT FROM ARNETT BOULEVARD TO AUDUBON DRIVE.
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Commonwealth Transportation Board
construction allocation procedures, it is necessary that a resolution be received from the
sponsoring local jurisdiction or agency requesting the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) to establish a project in the City of Danville.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of
Danville that the City requests the Commonwealth Transportation Board to establish a
project for Riverside Drive westbound reconstruction project from Arnett Boulevard to
Audubon Drive; and.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that he City of Danville hereby agrees to
provide its share of the total cost for preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, and
construction of this project in accordance with the project financial documents; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to enter
into a project administration agreement with VDOT and provide the necessary oversight to
ensure the project is developed in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local
requirements for design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of the project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The City of Danville will be responsible
for maintenance and operating costs of the facility as constructed unless other
arrangements have been made with VDOT; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if the City of Danville subsequently elects
to cancel the project, the City of Danville hereby agrees to reimburse VDOT for the total
amount of costs expended by VDOT through the date VDOT is notified of such cancellation.
The City of Danville also agrees to repay any funds previously reimbursed that are later
deemed ineligible by the Federal Highway Administration or VDOT; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Danville
hereby grants authority for the City Manager to apply for funds and execute project
administration agreements, as well as other documents necessary for approved projects.
APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR

ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney

2
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Attest:

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK

ALONZO JONES, MAYOR

In my capacity as the duly appointed Clerk of the City of Danville, I hereby certify that
Resolution #
which is hereto attached, was adopted at a duly called and
constituted meeting of the City of Danville held at the Municipal Building at 427 Patton Street
on
. Said meeting was called to order by Mayor Alonzo Jones at 7:00pm with the
following members present who remained in attendance throughout and constituted a
quorum:

The City Council of the City of Danville voted unanimously to adopt attached Resolution #
.
Given under my hand

this

day of

.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
STATE OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF DANVILLE
Attested Photocopy:
On this
day of
, I Susan DeMasi, attest that the preceding
document is a true, exact. Complete and unaltered photocopy made by me of Resolution #
.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___.___
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE,
VIRGINIA ENDORSING THE INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS AT SOUTH MAIN
STREET AND STOKES STREET.
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Commonwealth Transportation Board
construction allocation procedures, it is necessary that a resolution be received from the
sponsoring local jurisdiction or agency requesting the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) to establish a project in the City of Danville.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of
Danville, Virginia, that the City requests the Commonwealth Transportation Board to
establish a project for the construction of intersection improvements at South Main Street
and Stokes Street; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to
provide its share of the total cost for preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, and
construction of this project in accordance with the project financial documents; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to enter
into a project administration agreement with VDOT and provide the necessary oversight to
ensure the project is developed in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local
requirements for design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of the project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville will be responsible for
maintenance and operating costs of the facility as constructed unless other arrangements
have been made with VDOT; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville subsequently elects
to cancel the project, the City of Danville hereby agrees to reimburse VDOT for the total
amount of costs expended by VDOT through the date VDOT is notified of such cancellation.
The City of Danville also agrees to repay any funds previously reimbursed that are later
deemed ineligible by the Federal Highway Administration or VDOT; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Danville
hereby grants authority for the City Manager to apply for funds and execute project
administration agreements, as well as other documents necessary for approved projects.

APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR

ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney

2
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Attest:

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK

ALONZO JONES, MAYOR

In my capacity as the duly appointed Clerk of the City of Danville, I hereby certify that
Resolution #
which is hereto attached, was adopted at a duly called and
constituted meeting of the City of Danville held at the Municipal Building at 427 Patton Street
on
. Said meeting was called to order by Mayor Alonzo Jones at 7:00pm with the
following members present who remained in attendance throughout and constituted a
quorum:

The City Council of the City of Danville voted unanimously to adopt attached Resolution #
.
Given under my hand

this

day of

.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
STATE OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF DANVILLE
Attested Photocopy:
On this
day of
, I Susan DeMasi, attest that the preceding
document is a true, exact. Complete and unaltered photocopy made by me of Resolution #
.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
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City of Danville
Legend
Parcels
Street Names

DISCLAIMER: Information contained on this map is to be
used for reference purposes only and the City of Danville is
not responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained. The
City of Danville makes no representation of warranty as to
this map's accuracy, and in particular, its accuracy in labeling,
dimensions, contours, property boundaries, or placement or
location of any map features thereon. No responsibility is
assumed for damages or other liabilities due to the accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.

Title: Riverside / Piney Forest
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City of Danville
Legend
Parcels
Street Names

DISCLAIMER: Information contained on this map is to be
used for reference purposes only and the City of Danville is
not responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained. The
City of Danville makes no representation of warranty as to
this map's accuracy, and in particular, its accuracy in labeling,
dimensions, contours, property boundaries, or placement or
location of any map features thereon. No responsibility is
assumed for damages or other liabilities due to the accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.

Title: Memorial Drive
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City of Danville
Legend
Buildings
Parcels
Street Names
House Numbers

DISCLAIMER: Information contained on this map is to be
used for reference purposes only and the City of Danville is
not responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained. The
City of Danville makes no representation of warranty as to
this map's accuracy, and in particular, its accuracy in labeling,
dimensions, contours, property boundaries, or placement or
location of any map features thereon. No responsibility is
assumed for damages or other liabilities due to the accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.

Title:
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City of Danville
Legend
Parcels
Street Names

DISCLAIMER: Information contained on this map is to be
used for reference purposes only and the City of Danville is
not responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained. The
City of Danville makes no representation of warranty as to
this map's accuracy, and in particular, its accuracy in labeling,
dimensions, contours, property boundaries, or placement or
location of any map features thereon. No responsibility is
assumed for damages or other liabilities due to the accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.

Title: Riverside Concrete
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CL-2180
Work Session Meeting

Work Session

Item #: C.

Meeting Date: 09/03/2019
Subject:
From:

Virginia Department of Transportation - FY 2021 & FY 2022 Transportation Alternative
Program Applications
Brian Dunevant, Assistant Public Works Director & City Engineer

COUNCIL ACTION
Work Session: 09/03/2019
SUMMARY
The Public Works Engineering Division has prepared two Transportation Alternative Applications to request
Transportation Alternative Program Funds for Fiscal Year 2021 and Fiscal Year 2022 for construction of
two projects as identified below. These applications are requesting 80% of the estimated project costs.
FY 2021 - Sidewalks on Kemper Road from South Main Street to Edmonds Street. ($320,000
requested / $400,000 total estimate)
FY 2022 - Sidewalk on Audubon Drive from Apollo Avenue to Woodview Drive. ( $300,000
requested / $375,000 total estimate).
BACKGROUND
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has requested cities and counties to submit applications for Fiscal
Year 2021 and Fiscal Year 2022 Transportation Alternative Program Funds. Applications are due October 1,
2019; the program follows a biennial application cycle. The Transportation Alternative Program funds must be
matched with local Capital Improvement funds. Pre-applications were required to be submitted before July 1, 2019 for
proposed projects. VDOT has reviewed the pre-applications for the aforementioned projects and has provided
approval for the applications to proceed. A Resolution from City Council is required to be submitted with each application.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that City Council approve the accompanying Resolutions requesting the Virginia
Department of Transportation allocate Fiscal Year 2021 and Fiscal Year 2022 Transportation Alternative
Program funds for two proposed projects in the City of Danville.

Attachments
Resolution
Kemper Road Sketch
Resolution
Audubon Drive Sketch
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___.___
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE,
VIRGINIA ENDORSING THE CONSTRUCTION OF SIDEWALKS ON BOTH SIDES OF
KEMPER ROAD FROM SOUTH MAIN STREET TO EDMONDS STREET.
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Commonwealth Transportation Board
construction allocation procedures, it is necessary that a resolution be received from the
sponsoring local jurisdiction or agency requesting the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) to establish a Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside project to be administered by
the City of Danville.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of
Danville, Virginia, that the City requests the Commonwealth Transportation Board to
establish a project for construction of sidewalks on both sides of Kemper Road from South
Main Street to Edmonds Street; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby commits to
provide a minimum 20 percent matching contribution for this project and any additional
funds necessary to complete the project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to enter
into a project administration agreement with VDOT and provide the necessary oversight to
ensure the project is developed in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local
requirements for design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of a federally funded
transportation project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville will be responsible for
maintenance and operating costs of any improvement/facility constructed with
Transportation Alternative Set-Aside funds unless other arrangements have been made
with the Department; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if the City of Danville subsequently elects
to cancel the project, the City of Danville hereby agrees to reimburse VDOT for the total
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amount of costs expended by VDOT through the date VDOT is notified of such cancellation.
The City of Danville also agrees to repay any funds previously reimbursed that are later
deemed ineligible by the Federal Highway Administration or VDOT; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Danville
hereby grants authority for the City Manager to execute project administration agreements
for any approved Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside projects for Fiscal Year 2021.

APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR

ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney
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Attest:

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK

ALONZO JONES, MAYOR

In my capacity as the duly appointed Clerk of the City of Danville, I hereby certify that
Resolution #
which is hereto attached, was adopted at a duly called and
constituted meeting of the City of Danville held at the Municipal Building at 427 Patton Street
on
. Said meeting was called to order by Mayor Alonzo Jones at 7:00pm with the
following members present who remained in attendance throughout and constituted a
quorum:

The City Council of the City of Danville voted unanimously to adopt attached Resolution #
.
Given under my hand

this

day of

.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
STATE OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF DANVILLE
Attested Photocopy:
On this
day of
, I Susan DeMasi, attest that the preceding
document is a true, exact. Complete and unaltered photocopy made by me of Resolution #
.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
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DISCLAIMER: Information contained on this map is to be
used for reference purposes only and the City of Danville is
not responsible for any inaccuracies herein contained. The
City of Danville makes no representation of warranty as to
this map's accuracy, and in particular, its accuracy in labeling,
dimensions, contours, property boundaries, or placement or
location of any map features thereon. No responsibility is
assumed for damages or other liabilities due to the accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.

Title:
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PRESENTED:
ADOPTED:
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-___.___
A RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE,
VIRGINIA ENDORSING CONSTRUCTION OF A SIDEWALK ON ONE SIDE OF
AUDUBON DRIVE FROM APOLLO AVENUE TO WOODVIEW DRIVE.
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Commonwealth Transportation Board
construction allocation procedures, it is necessary that a resolution be received from the
sponsoring local jurisdiction or agency requesting the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) to establish a Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside project to be administered by
the City of Danville.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of
Danville, Virginia,

that the City requests the Commonwealth Transportation Board to

establish a project for Construction of a sidewalk on one side of Audubon Drive from Apollo
Avenue to Woodview Drive; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby commits to
provide a minimum 20 percent matching contribution for this project and any additional
funds necessary to complete the project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville hereby agrees to enter
into a project administration agreement with VDOT and provide the necessary oversight to
ensure the project is developed in accordance with all applicable federal, state and local
requirements for design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of a federally funded
transportation project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Danville will be responsible for
maintenance and operating costs of any improvement/facility constructed with
Transportation Alternative Set-Aside funds unless other arrangements have been made
with the Department; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if the City of Danville subsequently elects
to cancel the project, the City of Danville hereby agrees to reimburse VDOT for the total
amount of costs expended by VDOT through the date VDOT is notified of such cancellation.
The City of Danville also agrees to repay any funds previously reimbursed that are later
deemed ineligible by the Federal Highway Administration or VDOT; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Danville,
Virginia, hereby grants authority for the City Manager to execute project administration
agreements for any approved Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside projects for Fiscal Year
2022.

APPROVED:
____________________________
MAYOR

ATTEST:
___________________________
CLERK

Approved as to
Form and Legal Sufficiency:
___________________________
City Attorney
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Attest:

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK

ALONZO JONES, MAYOR

In my capacity as the duly appointed Clerk of the City of Danville, I hereby certify that
Resolution #
which is hereto attached, was adopted at a duly called and
constituted meeting of the City of Danville held at the Municipal Building at 427 Patton Street
on
. Said meeting was called to order by Mayor Alonzo Jones at 7:00pm with the
following members present who remained in attendance throughout and constituted a
quorum:

The City Council of the City of Danville voted unanimously to adopt attached Resolution #
.
Given under my hand

this

day of

.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK

STATE OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF DANVILLE
Attested Photocopy:
On this
day of
, I Susan DeMasi, attest that the preceding
document is a true, exact. Complete and unaltered photocopy made by me of Resolution #
.

SUSAN M. DEMASI, CITY CLERK
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dimensions, contours, property boundaries, or placement or
location of any map features thereon. No responsibility is
assumed for damages or other liabilities due to the accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.
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CL-2155
Work Session Meeting

Work Session

Item #: D.

Meeting Date: 09/03/2019
Subject:
From:

Draft Sign Code Regulations
Kenneth C. Gillie, Jr., Community Development Director

COUNCIL ACTION
Work Session:
09/03/2019
SUMMARY
The City of Danville Zoning Code establishes regulations for signage for commercial, industrial, institutional
and residential uses. From time to time, these regulations need to be reviewed and updated. Planning
Division staff has reviewed the current sign regulations and recommend that modifications be made.
BACKGROUND
The City of Danville adopted the current sign regulations in 2004. These regulations have been amended
from time to time as needed and requested. A recent US Supreme Court case has required the City of
Danville, along with most localities throughout the country, to review and amend their regulations to comply
with a Court decision in Reed vs Town of Gilbert. After the Court decision on Reed, additional opinions
have been issued by the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals of which Virginia is subject, clarifying what
governments are able to regulate.
The staff, in conjunction with the City Attorney's office, have created draft regulations that address the court
precedent, corrects errors of conflicting regulations, as well as definitions.
RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that City Council review the attached proposal, remand these proposed changes to the
City Planning Commission for review and to conduct public hearings before making recommendations on
adoption.

Attachments
Draft Sign Code changes
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ARTICLE 10. - SIGN REGULATIONS
A. - Purpose and Intent.
The purpose of this article is to regulate the size, location, height and construction of all signs for public
observance; to protect the public health, safety, convenience and general welfare; to facilitate the creation
of a convenient, attractive and harmonious community, to protect property values; and to further the
urban design and economic development objectives of Danville. Signs subject to these regulations
include all exterior signs and permanent interior window signs which are placed for exterior observance.
Pursuant to the goals of the Comprehensive Plan, off-premises commercial signs outdoor advertising
signs ("billboards") are considered inappropriate to the character and sound development of the City. To
these ends, these regulations are intended to promote signs which are:
1. Compatible with the physical and architectural character of their surroundings;
2. Legible and appropriate to the activity to which they pertain for drivers and/or pedestrians, as
appropriate to the surrounding land uses;
3. Not distracting to motorists;
4. Not causing or contributing to visual clutter; Avoid visual cluster;
5. Constructed and maintained in a structurally sound and attractive condition;
6. Limited to an accessory to an existing on-site use of the property the specific use or business that
is in operation on the premises; and
7. An enhancement to the appearance of the City's corridors, residential neighborhoods and business
areas; and
8. Supportive of the right to free expression.

B. - Sign Permit Requirement.
Except as provided hereinafter, no sign shall be erected, installed, used, altered, painted, relocated,
replaced or reconstructed until a Sign Permit has been issued by the Director of Planning/Zoning
Administrator and approved by any applicable public commission or review board. the Commission of
Architectural Review or the Tourism Corridor Review Board, if applicable. For the purpose of this
Ordinance, all signs are considered accessory uses and, unless specifically qualified, shall be located on
the same lot with the principal use to which they pertain.

C. - Sign Permit Procedures.
1. Applicability. A Sign Permit shall be required for all signs except for those specifically excluded
from the permit requirements of this article.
2. Filing of Application and Fees. Applications for Sign Permits shall be filed on a form provided by
the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator, shall contain information required herein, and shall
be accompanied by a fee to be established by the City Council.
3. Information Required. All applications for Sign Permits shall be submitted on the standard Sign
Application Form and, unless otherwise indicated by the Director of Planning/Zoning
Administrator, the applicant shall provide additional written or graphic exhibits to incorporate the
following information:
a. Name, address, and telephone number of the sign erector, sign owner, and property owner;
b. Position of the sign in relation to adjacent lot lines, buildings, sidewalks, streets and
intersections shown on a legal plat produced by a licensed surveyor or engineer;
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c.

Type of sign and general description of structural design and construction materials to be
used;

d. Purpose of the proposed sign;
e. Drawings of the proposed sign which shall contain specifications indicating the height,
perimeter and area dimensions, means of support, method of illumination, colors, and any
other significant aspect of the proposed sign;
f.

Tax map number, zoning and address of property on which the sign is to be located;

g. Information pertaining to the number, shape, size, type and conforming conformity of existing
signs on the subject property; and
h. Any other information requested by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator in order to
carry out the purpose and intent of these regulations.
4. Private signs on public land. Any private sign located on or over the City right-of-way, excluding
permitted flat signs which may project eighteen (18) inches into the public right-of-way, shall be
prohibited unless:
a. The City Planning Commission has granted approval of the sign;
b. The sign adheres to regulations for the public right-of-way, specified in Chapter 35 entitled
“Streets and Sidewalks; and
c.

The applicant or sign owner has obtained an insurance policy which has been filed for public
liability with a total limit of $600,000 per accident, $300,000 per person bodily injury and
$150,000 property damage. Such policy shall be issued by an insurance company authorized
to do business in the State of Virginia. The policy shall name the City as a coinsured and
shall require thirty days written notice to the City before modification or cancellation. Such
insurance policy shall hold the City harmless from any and all claims or demands for
damages or negligence. The policy shall be maintained for the duration of the time that the
sign remains erected.

4. Liability Insurance Required. No sign which is located on or projects over a City right-of-way
shall be erected unless an insurance policy shall have been filed for public liability with a total limit
of $600,000 per accident, $300,000 per person bodily injury and $150,000 property damage.
Such policy shall be issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in the State of
Virginia. The policy shall name the City as a coinsured and shall required thirty days written
notice to the City before modification or cancellation. Such insurance policy shall hold the City
harmless from any and all claims or demands for damages or negligence. The policy shall be
maintained for the duration of the time that the sign remains erected.

D. - Sign Definitions.
For the purpose of this article, certain terms and words pertaining to signs are hereby defined. A "sign" is
defined as any writing, letter work or numeral, pictorial presentation, illustration or decoration, emblem,
device, symbol or trademark, flag, banner, pennant, or any other device, figure or character which is
employed to announce, direct attention to, identify, or make known, and which is visible from a public
street or sidewalk or area of exterior public congregation. In addition, the The general rules of
interpretation contained in this article are applicable to the following definitions.
1. Abandoned Sign. An existing sign that advertises a business that is no longer in operation. This
shall not apply to sign listings within a multi-tenant buildings in which tenants change.
Allowances for tenant changes will be made for such signs, without requiring that the sign be
declared abandoned. Any commercial sign which identifies or directs attention to a commercial
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activity which has been no longer associated with the property for a period of more than thirty
(30) continuous days on the property. Any such sign shall be subject to regulations specified in
Section G entitled “Exempt Signs” of this article.
2.
Accessory Sign. A sign relating only to the uses of the premises on which the sign is located
or products sold on the premises on which the sign is located, or indicating the name or address
of a building, the occupants or management of a building on the premises where the sign is
located.
2. A-Frame Sign. A two-faced sign, considered a type of “portable sign”, with supports that are
connected at the top and separated at the base, forming an “A” shape; also known as “sandwich
board” signs.
Animated Sign. A sign utilizing any form of movement, including, but not limited to, animation,
revolution, vertical or horizontal motion, whether electrical, mechanical, windblown, or through
change in lighting. For the sake of this Ordinance, an electronic changeable copy signs will be
considered as a Changeable Copy Sign and not an “animated sign.” No flag, as defined herein,
shall be considered an “animated sign”.
3. Architectural Elements. The supports, uprights, bracing, framework, and/or decorative features of
any structure exhibiting a sign, but which do not bear any message. This shall specifically exclude
flag poles, which are defined separately.

4. Artwork and Statuary. Works of art that do not contain any commercial messages or references.
4. Awning Sign. A sign painted or printed on, attached flat or sewn onto valance or body of any
awning.
5. 5. Banner. A piece of cloth, plastic or other flexible material on which words, letter, figures,
colors, designs or symbols are inscribed or affixed for the purposes of advertisement,
identification, display, or direction and which is suspended for display, typically from buildings or
poles on a temporary or short term basis.

6. 6.

Billboard Sign. See off-premises commercial sign. A sign used as an outdoor display for the
purpose of advertising or promoting a business, service, activity or products, which is not located
on the premises on which a sign is situated. Also referred to as Outdoor Advertising Sign.

7. 7. Building Mounted Sign. A sign attached to, painted on, inscribed upon or deriving its major
support from a building, including a wall sign, a projecting sign, a canopy sign, a marquee sign or
an awning sign. For the purpose of this ordinance, permanent signs intended for the purpose of
exterior observance which are painted on windows or doors, attached to windows or doors, or
hung behind and within three feet of the windows or doors, either illuminated or non-illuminated,
shall be considered a building mounted sign subject to the sign area regulations contained in this
article.
8. 8. Bulletin Board. A sign that identifies an institution or organization on the premises of which it
is located and that contains the name of the institution or organization, the names of individuals
connected with it, and general announcements of events or activities occurring at the institution or
similar message. A changeable copy sign serving as an accessory to an on-site public or semipublic use.
9. Canopy Sign. A sign attached to or displayed on a canopy, awning or other . For the purpose of
this Article, a canopy is a permanent, roof-like structure of rigid materials either supported by and
extending from a building or freestanding, including marquee or porte-cocheres.

10. 10.

Changeable Copy Sign. A sign or part of a sign designed so that characters, letters, or
illustrations can be changed or rearranged. Examples may include, but are not limited to,
chalkboard signs, signs attached to marquees (as defined in this Chapter), and bulletin boards.

11. Commercial Sign. Any sign serving as an accessory to a permitted commercial or industrial use.
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11. Conspicuous vehicle sign. Any sign mounted or painted on or otherwise affixed to any parked
vehicle, parked trailer, or other parked device capable of being towed, which is obviously and
conspicuously parked so as advertise the business to the passing motorist or pedestrian, and for
which the primary purpose is to provide additional on-site signage or is to serve the function of an
outdoor advertising sign. Excluded from this sign type are vehicles and equipment in operating
condition which are currently registered and licensed to operate on public streets with a valid
inspection sticker and which are actively used in the daily function of the business to which such
signs related.
12.

Construction Sign. A temporary sign which identifies the character of facilities being actively
constructed or altered, the anticipated sale, lease or rental of those facilities, or the identity of
the persons or firms engaged in the promotion, financing, design, construction, or alteration of
such facilities.

12. Content Change. The changing of any message on the sign face of any chalkboard sign,
marquee sign, or other changeable copy sign.
13. Creative Sign. Any sign deemed to bear a creative design by the City Planning Commission, or
other appropriate public body. The sign shall meet the criteria in Section F “Signs Considered
Separately” of this article.
14. Decals. Decals affixed to windows or door glass panes provided that such decals do not exceed
thirty-six (36) square inches.
15. 15.

Detached Sign. See Freestanding Sign.

16. Dilapidated Sign. A sign where elements of the sign face or architectural features are visibly
cracked, discolored, corroded, bent, torn, dented, or otherwise broken to either (1) no longer be
legible under normal viewing conditions, or (2) create a hazard to health, safety, and welfare.
14. Directional Sign. An on-premises sign giving directions, instructions, and/or facility information,
but containing no advertising copy (e.g., parking, exit, or entrance signs).
17. 15. Directory Sign. A subsidiary sign listing the names, uses, or location of various businesses
conducted within a building or group of buildings.
18. 16. Double-Faced Sign. A sign with two parallel, or nearly parallel, faces, back to back, and
located no more than 24 inches from each other.
17. Externally Illuminated Sign. A sign which does not produce artificial light from within itself but
which is opaque and illuminated by spotlights or floodlights not a part of or attached to the sign itself.

19. 19. Festoons. A string of ribbons, tinsel, flags, pennants, bunting, pinwheels, or similar devices.
20. Freestanding Sign. A sign, supported by one or more columns, uprights or braces, in or upon
the ground, but not attached to any building. A sign attached to a flat surface not a part of the
building, such as a fence or wall, shall be considered a freestanding sign. A monument sign, as
defined herein below, shall also be considered a freestanding sign. For the purposes of this
ordinance, a freestanding sign listing two or more businesses located on a property or in a shopping
center, and which is designed as one sign, shall be considered one freestanding sign.
20. Flag. Any generally rectangular or triangular sign made of cloth, fabric, or other pliable material
designed to flow with the movement of the air, which is attached to a pole along the length of only
one side of such sign. Flags shall not be considered a type of freestanding sign.
21. Flashing Sign. An illuminated sign which is constructed, erected, operated, or maintained in such
a way as to either (1) resemble the flashing lights customarily associated with danger, such as
associated with police or other emergency vehicles, (2) resemble lights customarily associated
with traffic signal lights, or (3) regularly change content or lighting more frequently than once per
five seconds.
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20. Flashing Sign. An illuminated sign on which the artificial or reflected light is not maintained
stationary and constant in intensity and color at all times when in use.
22. 21.

Flat Sign. See Wall Sign.

23. Freestanding Sign. A sign, supported by one or more columns, uprights or braces, in or upon the
ground, but not attached to any building. Examples of freestanding signs includes any sign
attached to a flat surface not a part of the building such as a fence or wall, any monument sign as
defined herein, and any sign affixed to and supported by a pole.
24. Freestanding Sign, Supplementary. Any separate sign attached to an existing freestanding sign,
support structure for a freestanding sign, tree, or any other unapproved supporting structure not
primarily intended to support a sign, with such determination made at the sole discretion of the
Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator.
25. Gasoline Station Sign. Signs for buildings and premises in which the primary source of revenue is
the retail dispensing of motor fuels. This information must be verified by applicant prior to the
issuance of sign permits.
23. General Advertising Sign. Any sign which is not an accessory sign or which is not specifically
limited to a special purpose by these regulations.
26. 23.5. Ghost Sign. A sign meeting the following criteria: (1) painted on an exterior wall or walls
of a building or structure that have has become faded due to natural weathering. Such sign(s)
must be , (2) is at least fifty (50) 50 years old; and (3) is not a sign No sign that has been painted
over to make it no longer visible from a public right-of-way, or has been painted over with a
subsequent commercial message shall be considered a ghost sign, unless the original sign is
again revealed through the removal of paint. however if a sign is revealed through the removal of
paint, this provision shall not apply. Any such sign shall be subject to regulations specified in
Section G, entitled “Exempt Signs”, of this article.
Ghost Sign. A sign painted on an exterior wall or walls of a building or structure that have become
faded due to natural weathering. Such sign(s) must be at least 50 years old. No sign that has
been painted over to make it no longer visible from a public right-of-way, or has been painted
over with a subsequent commercial message shall be considered a ghost sign, however if a sign
is revealed through the removal of paint, this provision shall not apply.
27. Government Required Sign. Any sign required by the governments of the City of Danville,
Commonwealth of Virginia, or Unites States of America, or any agency or political subdivision of
the same, upon private land.
24. Informational Sign. A sign of a public or quasi-public nature which identifies or locates a hospital,
public building, college, university, public parking area, historic area, major tourist attraction,
public recreation area or similar public or quasi-public activity, which shall be approved on a
case-by-case basis by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator.
28. Historic Signs. Any sign of significance to the history and character of a historic district or
building, determined by review and approval of the Commission of Architectural Review or other
appropriate public board.
29. Illuminated Sign. Any sign designed to either radiate artificial light from within itself (internally
illuminated sign) or be legible because of artificial light provided by a separate nearby feature
(externally illuminated sign).
25.

Internally Illuminated Sign. Any sign designed to radiate artificial light from within itself.

26.
Marquee. A permanent structure, awning or canopy projecting beyond a building wall at an
entrance to a building or extending along and projecting beyond the building's wall and generally
designed and constructed to provide protection against the weather.
27.

Marquee Sign. Any sign attached to or hung from a marquee.
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30. Major Noncommercial Flag or Banner. Any flag or banner which would be considered a minor
noncommercial flag or banner, except it exceeds the permitted sign area. Such a flag or banner
shall be permitted by Special Use Permit only.
31. Minor Sign. Any non-illuminated sign (flags and banners considered separately) which is
generally designed and placed in a manner generally undisruptive of the surrounding area by
adhering to the following conditions: (1) the sign does not exceed six feet in height in residential
districts, or ten feet in height in commercial and industrial districts; (2) if freestanding, the sign is
at least five feet from the property line; and (3) the sign area of any one sign does not exceed
eight square feet in residential districts, or thirty-two square feet in commercial and industrial
districts. Such a sign shall be considered either a commercial or noncommercial minor sign,
based on the use to which it is an accessory.
32. Minor Noncommercial Flag or Banner. Any flag or banner which meets the following four (4)
criteria: (1) meets the definition of noncommercial sign; (2) if freestanding, does not exceed
seventy-two square feet in area per side in a residential district, or the maximum freestanding
sign area permitted in any commercial or industrial district; (3) if wall-mounted, does not exceed
fifteen square feet in area per side in a residential district, or the maximum wall sign area
permitted in any commercial or industrial district; and (4) does not extend into the public right-ofway.
33. Monument Sign. A ground mounted sign which is mounted on a contiguous base having a
minimum width of at least ninety percent (90%) of the sign width and its supporting structure and
not attached to any building. For the purposes of this ordinance, a monument sign listing two or
more businesses located on a property or in a shopping center and which is designed as one sign
shall be considered one monument sign.

34. Moored Balloon and Floating Sign. A sign which is
35. Noncommercial Sign. Any sign, flag, or banner serving as an accessory to an on-site residential,
public, or semi-public use. This shall specifically exclude commercial signs.
36. Nonconforming Sign. Any sign which does not follow the guidelines and requirements specified in
this article. To be considered a legally permitted sign, such a sign shall adhere to the regulations
for Nonconforming Signs specified in Section G, entitled “Signs Considered Separately”, of this
article.
29. Off Premises Directional Sign. A sign which is not located on the same premises as the use to
which it refers and which is intended to provide information as to the identity and location of use,
but which does not otherwise qualify as an advertising sign.
30. Off Premises Directional Open House Sign. A temporary sign which is intended to provide
information on the location of a real estate open house, and which is not located on the same
premises as the dwelling unit to which it refers.
31. Outdoor Advertising Sign. A freestanding or building mounted sign which bears a message which
does not pertain to the use of the property, where the sign is located, and which does not
identify the place of business, if any, where the sign is located as the purveyor or merchandise
or services upon the property, Outdoor advertising signs may also be referred to as "billboards"
or "poster panels", but such signs shall not be interpreted to mean informational signs allowed
by this article.
37. Off-Premises Commercial Sign. Any commercial sign erected or posted on a property, but not as
an accessory related to any current on-site use of the property, nor any on-site use previously on
the property for a period of more than thirty (30) continuous days.
38. Permanent pennants and banners. Any festoon, pennant, banner, bunting or other geometric

shaped cloth, fabric, or other lightweight material typically attached to a stringer and displayed
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in such a way so as to move with the wind. This shall exclude signs which are otherwise defined
as noncommercial flags or banners.
32. Pole Sign. A freestanding sign supported by one or more pole structures or by two or more
uprights or braces placed in the ground.
39. Portable Sign. Any sign which is not permanently affixed to a structure or the ground, and does
not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in sign area for one side, or a total of thirty-two (32) square
feet if containing multiple sides.
40. Primary Wall Frontage. The facade of a building which faces the primary public street bounding
the structure, as defined by the plat of record for the subject lot. In circumstances where it is
unclear which street serves as the primary street (and thus, which is the primary wall frontage),
the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator will be responsible for determining the primary wall
frontage.
35. Projecting Banner. A piece of cloth, plastic coated cloth or other flexible material approved
by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator, not to include plastic or vinyl coated plastic,
which is attached to and perpendicular to the face of a wall of a building and which extends
twelve (12) inches or more from the building wall or face, but not more than four (4) feet from said
wall, on which words, letter, figures, colors, designs or symbols are inscribed or affixed for the
purposes of advertisement, identification, display, or direction and which is suspended for display,
typically from buildings or poles on a permanent basis.
41. Projecting Sign or Banner. A sign or permanent banner which is attached and perpendicular to
the face of a wall of a building and which extends twelve (12) inches or more from the building
wall or face, but not more than four (4) feet from said wall.
37. Real Estate Sign. A temporary sign which advertises the sale, lease, rental, or display of
the lot or building upon which such sign is displayed.

42. Pump Island Sign. A sign which is attached or otherwise affixed to the gas dispenser station,
which is detached from a primary structure, and serving as an accessory to a gasoline-sales
establishment.
43. 38.
Roof or Roof Projecting Sign. A sign which is an integral part of the building design and is
attached to, painted on, supported by, or projects over the roof line or parapet wall of a building.
or supported by the roof of a building.
44. Seasonal displays. Any temporary noncommercial display erected on a seasonal basis in
observance of religious, national, or state holidays which are not intended to be permanent in
nature.
45. 39. Sign. Any object, device, display, or structure which by manner of writing, letter work or
numeral, pictorial presentation, illustration, design, symbol, or decoration, emblem, device,
symbol or trademark, flag, banner, pennant, or any other device, figure, or character, or other
expressive element which functions is employed to announce, direct attention to, identify, or
make known, and which is visible from a public street or sidewalk or area of public congregation.
This definition shall exclude any architectural elements incorporated into the style or function of a
structure.
40. Sign Area. That area which outlines the outer extremities of all letters, figures, characters,
and delineations, or within an area including the outer extremities of the framework or background
of the sign, whichever includes the larger area. The physical support for the sign background,
whether it be columns, a pylon, or a building or part thereof, shall not be included in the sign area.
Only one side of a double-faced sign shall be included in a computation of sign area, if the faces
are not more than 24 inches apart. For other signs with more than one face which are more than
24 inches apart, each side shall be included in a computation of sign area. The area of a
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cylindrical or spherical sign shall be computed by multiplying the diameter of the cylinder by the
height of the sign.
46. Sign Area. The entire area within a single continuous perimeter and a single plane, composed of
a square, circle, rectangle or other geometric figure that encloses the extreme limits of the sign's
message background and trim, including all letters, figures, graphics or other elements of the
sign. This excludes architectural elements and physical support for the sign background which do
not bear an integral part of the sign design, the second sign face of a double faced sign if each
face is less than twenty-four (24) inches apart, and the second sign face of a “V” shaped sign with
a width measuring less than a 45 degree angle.
47. Sign Area, Maximum. The total allowable sign area for all applicable signs on a property,
excluding exempt and temporary signs, depending on the linear length of primary wall frontage of
the property, and the zoning district in which the property is located.
48. Sign Face. The area or display surface used to display a message on a sign.
49. 41. Sign Height. The If the sign is within thirty (30) feet of the property line, the vertical distance
from the street grade or the average lot grade at the front setback line, whichever produces the
greater vertical distance, to the highest point of the sign. If the sign is farther than thirty (30) feet
from the property line, the vertical distance from the grade level where the sign is erected to the
top of the sign or sign structure, whichever is greater.
50. 42. Sign Maintenance. The replacing or repairing of a part of portion of a sign made necessary
by ordinary wear, tear or damage beyond the control of the owner of a sign, property, or
establishment for which the sign is intended.
51. Signs on Public Land. Any noncommercial sign erected or posted by or upon direction or consent
of any the governments of the City of Danville, Commonwealth of Virginia, or Unites States of
America, or any agency or political subdivision of the same, upon any land, easement, or right-ofway owned, leased, or licensed to any such government entity.
52. Sign Reface. Any restoration, repair, or change associated with the sign face, excluding any
changeable copy sign or flag.
42.5

Sponsorship signs on Public Facilities or Public Land. A sign advertising activities of
sponsoring organizations for public facilities or public land.

53. 43. Street Frontage. The entire length of that part of a lot that fronts on a public street, as
defined by the plat of record for the subject lot.
54. 44.
Temporary Sign. Any non-illuminated A sign, banner, balloon, A-frame sign structure,
pennant, poster, or advertising display constructed of or affixed to cloth, plastic, sheet, cardboard,
wallboard, balloon or other floating material (permissible at the discretion of the Zoning
Administrator), or other materials, intended to be displayed for a limited period of time, and not
permanently attached to a building or the ground. For the purpose of this definition, a "limited
period of time" is defined as a not more than thirty (30) days during a period of 365 consecutive
days.
55. Vehicle Sign, Conspicuous. Any sign mounted or painted on or otherwise affixed to any parked
vehicle, trailer, or other device capable of being towed, which is (1) not currently registered and
licensed to operate on public streets with a valid inspection sticker, (2) not actively used in the
daily function of the business to which such signs related, and (3) obviously and conspicuously
parked so as to serve as additional on-site signage or an off-premises commercial sign.
56. Vehicle Sign, Non-Conspicuous. Any sign mounted or painted on or otherwise affixed to any
parked vehicle, trailer, or other device capable of being towed, which is (1) currently registered
and licensed to operate on public streets with a valid inspection sticker, (2) actively used in the
daily function of the business to which such signs related, and (3) in conformance with applicable
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Virginia Division of Motor Vehicle laws and regulations for on-street operation of the subject
vehicle containing a sign.
57. 45. Wall Sign. A building mounted sign which is attached to, painted on, inscribed upon, or
deriving its major support from a wall and which projects less than twelve (12) inches from the
wall.
58. 46. Window Sign. A sign painted onto or physically affixed to a building window including upper
floor windows and the glazing of doors or signs legible from any vehicular or pedestrian public
right-of-way through a building window, limited to twenty percent (20%) 20 percent of the total
glass area of the window in which they are placed.

E. - General Requirements for All Signs.
The following regulations shall apply generally to all signs and are in addition to the regulations that apply
to signs in each district:
1.

Sign Information and Sign Erection. All signs shall be erected on or before the expiration of the
permit; otherwise, the permit shall become null and void and a new permit shall be required. Each
sign requiring a permit shall be clearly marked with the permit number and name of the person or
firm placing the sign on the premises. Fees for sign permits shall be in accordance with this
article or as may be otherwise amended from time to time by the City Council.

2.

Number of Signs. Except as otherwise provided, these regulations shall be interpreted to permit
one sign of each permitted basic sign type, in accordance with applicable regulations, for each
street frontage, for each permitted use on the premises. For the purpose of this regulation, basic
sign types are free standing sign (including monument sign), building mounted sign, projecting
sign, and temporary sign.

3.

Responsibility. The owner and/or tenant of the premises and the owner and/or erector of the
sign shall be held responsible for any violation of these regulations. Where a sign has been
erected in accordance with these regulations, the sign company shall be relieved of further
responsibility under these regulations after final approval of the sign by the Director of
Planning/Zoning Administrator.

4.

Maintenance. All signs shall be maintained in good condition and appearance. Lights for
illuminated signs shall be maintained in good working order. After due notice has been given as
provided below, the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator may cause to be removed any sign
which shows gross neglect or becomes dilapidated, at the owner's expense.

5.

Removal. The Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator shall remove or cause to be removed
any sign erected or maintained in conflict with these regulations if the owner or lessee of either
the site or the sign fails to correct the violation within 30 days after receiving written notice of
violation from the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator. Removal of a sign by the Director of
Planning/Zoning Administrator shall not affect any proceedings instituted prior to removal of such
sign.

6.

Landscaping. A landscaped planting area shall be provided around the base of any
freestanding or detached sign. The planting area shall contain an amount equal to the area of the
sign, be a minimum of 4 feet in width, be protected from vehicular encroachment, and be
landscaped with a combination of low-growing shrubs and ground covers (other than grass),
including at least 4 shrubs. The landscape treatment shall be designed and maintained to not
exceed a height of 3 feet above the grade.

7.

Changeable message signs. Changeable message signs, including those with panels,
including electronic changeable copy panels, or zip tracks, are allowed. The changeable
message area of the sign may cover the entire maximum allowable sign area. Electronic
changeable copy panels are allowed so long as the message is placed on the sign for a minimum
duration of five (5) seconds and does not scroll either horizontally or vertically.
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8.

Structural and safety characteristics. Structural and safety features and electrical systems shall
be in accordance with the requirements of the applicable codes and ordinances. No sign shall be
approved for use unless the structural plans have been reviewed, a permit has been issued, and
the plans are in compliance with all the requirements of this Ordinance and applicable technical
codes. All signs which are electrically illuminated shall require a separate electrical permit and
inspection by the City's Building Inspector.

9.

Illumination standards. Externally illuminated signs shall be illuminated only by a steady,
stationary, light source directed only at the sign without causing glare for motorists and
pedestrians or illumination spill over on neighboring properties. Internally illuminated signs shall
be illuminated only by a steady, stationary, light source internal to the sign without causing glare
for motorists and pedestrians or illumination spill over on neighboring properties.

10.

Sight distance. The land adjoining a street intersection that is to shall be kept clear of
obstructions between three (3) and seven (7) feet above the ground to protect the visibility and
safety of motorists and pedestrians. The impact of sign placement, size and height shall be
addressed with each sign permit application, with graphic information to be provided with the
submission of a site plan sufficient for the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator to assess an
applicant's site distance determination. , in In no case shall a sign projecting over a vehicular use
area be less than fourteen (14) feet above grade.

11. Overlay district. Whenever a sign is to be placed in a zoning overlay district subject to design
review by a public commission or other applicable body, the design guidelines for that district
shall apply to the sign and associated architectural elements. If there is a conflict between this
article and the corresponding design guidelines, the design guidelines shall apply to the
maximum extent allowed by law.

F. - Calculation of Sign Area.
1.

Sign area computations. The sign area shall be calculated as the entire area within a single
continuous perimeter, and a single plane, composed of a square, circle, rectangle or other geometric
figure that encloses the extreme limits of the sign's message background and trim, and including all
letters, figures, graphics or other elements of the sign.

2.

Frame and bracing elements. Any supporting frame and bracing members of a sign shall not be
included in the sign area calculations provided that (a) there are two or less such members per sign,
(b) any member does not exceed six inches in diameter or square, (c) the member has no
advertising value, and (d) the supporting member does not form an integral part of the sign display,
as determined by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator.

3.

Sign faces calculated. The sign area shall be calculated based upon the maximum number of faces
viewable for any single ground position, as follows:
a.

Single faced sign: One face counted.

b.

Double faced sign: Each face counted.

c.

"V" sign width and angle of 45 degree or greater: Two faces counted.

d.

Three dimensional sign: Projected to single flat planes, all visible sign faces counted.

e.

Cylindrical sign: The sign area on each side of the cylinder shall be calculated by multiplying the
height of the cylinder by the diameter of the cylinder.

4.

Computations of sign height. The dimension from the top of any point on a sign, including its support
structure, of any sign erected within thirty (30) feet of a street shall be the distance from the grade
level of the nearest curb of the street to the top of the sign or sign structure, whichever is greater.
The height of all signs farther than thirty (30) feet from a street shall be the distance from the grade
level where the sign is erected to the top of the sign or sign structure whichever is greater.

5.

Computation of maximum allowable sign area.
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a.

The total allowable sign area for all applicable signs shall not exceed the area defined in each
sign district for each linear foot of building front along each street regardless of the setback
depth. All signs except for those exempted for permit, temporary signs, directory signs and
directional signs shall be counted in calculating the allowable sign area.

b.

On multi-frontage locations, the allowable sign area for all applicable signs on each additional
street frontage shall be located only on that frontage. Building frontage facing publicly
accessible parking lots may be considered a multi-frontage location. Alleyways and street
frontage facing residential zones are not allowable multi-frontage locations.

F. – Signs Considered Separately.
Certain types of signs shall be considered separately from the general requirements for all signs,
specified elsewhere in this article. However, these signs shall still be subject to the purpose and intent
(Section A), sign definitions (Section D), and calculation of sign area (Section F) as specified in this
article.
1. Abandoned Sign. Any sign face(s), and accompanying structures no longer in use, shall be
removed or covered by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located when
the use to which it pertains the business it advertises is no longer on the premises.
a. Such sign, if not removed within thirty (30) days from the termination of occupancy of such
use by such business shall be considered to be in violation, and the Director of
Planning/Zoning Administrator may cause the abandoned sign face(s) to be removed at the
property owner's expense.
b. This shall not apply to sign listings within a multi-tenant buildings in which tenants change.
Allowances for tenant changes will be made for such signs, without requiring that the sign be
declared abandoned.
c.

This shall not apply to ghost signs and historic signs as defined elsewhere in this section.

2. Creative Sign. Any sign and associated architectural elements deemed to bear a creative design
by the City Planning Commission based on the criteria of this article, shall be considered a
creative sign exempt from the provisions otherwise specified under this article.
a. Purpose. Encourage creatively designed signs that make a positive visual contribution to the
overall image of the city, while mitigating the impacts of large or u nusually designed signs.
b. Procedure. For consideration, an applicant must submit a sign permit application to the
Commission which will decide whether or not to designate a sign as a creative sign exempt
from other regulations in this article, and may add requirements for such designation. With
the exception of routine maintenance or a sign reface, any change to the sign must receive
approval from the Commission.
c.

Criteria. To be considered as creative signage, a sign shall:
i. Constitute a substantial aesthetic improvement to the site and shall have a
positive visual impact on the surrounding area;
ii. Be of unique design, and exhibit a high degree of thoughtfulness, imagination,
inventiveness, and spirit;
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iii. Provide strong graphic character through the imaginative use of graphics, color,
texture, quality materials, scale, and proportion;
iv. Contain an element pertaining to either the historic or contemporary character of
the neighborhood, City, or region or an inventive representation of the on-site use
of the property;
v. Utilize or enhance the architectural elements of the property without covering any
key architectural details; and
vi. Not be located or designed so as to cause adverse impacts, including light or
glare, on neighboring residential uses.
d. Historic and design districts. If the proposed sign location is within a historic or other district
subject to design guidelines, the appropriate public commission shall review the creative
signage in place of the City Planning Commission.
e. Appeal. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Commission may appeal such decision
to the City Council, provided that such appeal is filed within thirty (30) calendar days from the
date of notification of the Commission decision.
3. Exempt Signs. The following signs are exempted from the provisions of this article and may be
erected or constructed without a permit but in accordance with the structural and safety
requirements of the building code, and any design requirements associated with a historic or
design overlay zoning district.
a. Artwork and Statutory.
b. Commercial Minor Signs, limited to one (1) wall sign, one (1) freestanding sign, and a thirty
(30) days per calendar year display time.
c.

Content Change, for a changeable copy sign.

d. Decals.
e. Government Required Signs.
f.

Historic Sign.

g. Minor Noncommercial Flag or Banner.
h. Noncommercial Minor Signs, limited to two (2) wall signs, and two (2) freestanding signs.
i.

Seasonal Displays.

j.

Sign on Public Land.

k.

Vehicle Sign, Non-Conspicuous.

4. Ghost Signs. Any sign that (1) has been painted on an exterior wall and naturally faded over time,
(2) is at least fifty years old, and (3) is not covered by any subsequent sign painted over or
covering the original. Such a sign shall be considered lawful if the following criteria are observed:
a. A Ghost Sign must be visible from a public right-of-way, place or facility.
b. A Ghost Sign may not be enlarged, extended, or modified.
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c.

A Ghost Sign shall not be repainted or refaced when such action alters or changes the
wording, composition, or color of the sign.

d. No Ghost Sign shall be moved on the same lot or building or to another lot or building.
e. A Ghost Sign may not be repainted and must be removed if the structure building or use to
which it is accessory is destroyed, or demolished to an extent exceeding fifty percent (50%)
of the appraised value of the principal structure, building or use.
f.

Application for a Ghost Sign permit must be made by the owner of the building, lot or parcel
on which the sign is to be repainted.

g. Applications for Ghost Sign permit shall be made to the Director of Planning/Zoning
Administrator. If such a permit is denied by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator, an
appeal of the determination of the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator may be made to
the City Council within thirty (30) days of the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator's
decision.
5. Nonconforming Signs. Any sign which (1) was erected in accordance with all applicable
regulations in effect at the time of its erection, (2) was lawfully in existence at the time of the
effective date of this ordinance, and (3) which does not conform to the provisions herein, and any
sign which is accessory to a lawful nonconforming principal use, shall be deemed a lawful
nonconforming sign, and may remain, subject to the following:
a. A nonconforming sign must be maintained in good repair and condition. However, any sign
which is declared to be unsafe or unlawful by any authorized City official because of its
physical condition may not be restored, repaired or rebuilt, and, further, such sign must be
removed at the expense of the owner of such sign or establishment related thereto.
b. Nonconforming signs may not be enlarged, extended, modified, reconstructed or structurally
altered except in accordance with this article.

c.

i.

A sign support, bracket or pole that is non-conforming due to location may be reused to
erect a sign of conforming size or in compliance with subsections (b) and (c) below.

ii.

A non-conforming sign may be removed from its on-site location to allow for routine
maintenance or repair off-site for a period of forty-five (45) days from the date of permit
issuance. Such sign must be repaired and reinstalled within the forty-five (45) day period.
Failure to apply for a permit prior to removal of said sign, or removal of sign for a period
longer than forty-five (45) days will result in the loss of the legal non-conforming status of
the sign.

iii.

A legal non-conforming sign due to size may be replaced with another sign of legal nonconforming size if said new legal non-conforming sign reduces the previous legal nonconformance by a minimum of thirty (30) percent.
Nonconforming signs shall not be repainted or refaced when such action alters or changes
the wording, composition, color or material of the sign unless such a change is specifically
authorized by the issuance of a sign permit.

d. No nonconforming sign shall be moved on the same lot or building or to another lot or
building unless the sign as relocated is modified to comply with all requirements of this article.
e. A nonconforming sign may not be reconstructed and must be removed if the structure
building or use to which it is accessory is destroyed, or demolished to an extent exceeding
fifty percent (50%) of the appraised value of the principal structure, building or use. This shall
exclude any sign determined to be a historic sign, as defined in this article.
f.

A nonconforming sign which is destroyed or damaged to an extent exceeding fifty (50)
percent of its appraised value may not be altered, replaced, or reinstalled unless it is in
conformance with this article. If the damage or destruction is fifty (50) percent or less of the
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appraised value, the sign may be restored within 60 days of the damage, but shall not be
enlarged in any manner.
g. Applications for unusual signs or displays which give rise to questions of interpretation of
these regulations may be referred by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator to the
Planning Commission for the purpose of interpretation by the Planning Commission and
recommendation for action on the application by the Director of Planning/Zoning
Administrator. If, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, the application is not adequately
covered by these regulations, the Planning Commission may direct the Director of
Planning/Zoning Administrator to make recommendations for amendment of this article.
6. Prohibited Signs. Unless otherwise specified elsewhere in this article, certain signs shall not be
permitted for use based on inappropriate location, materials, or other manner of display. These
prohibited signs are as follows:
a. Dilapidated Sign.
b. Flashing Sign.
c.

Freestanding Sign, Supplementary.

d. Permanent Pennants and Banners, although permanent projecting banners shall be

permitted in the TW-C district, but limited to no more than four (4) per structure and no
more than two (2) per street frontage.

e. Permanent Commercial Signs on Fences, although a Special Use Permit may allow for
signage enclosed within an athletic field.
f.

Off-Premises Commercial Signs.

g. Roof Signs and Roof Projecting Signs
h. Vehicle Sign, Conspicuous.

G. - Exempt Signs.
The following signs are exempted from the provisions of this article and may be erected or
constructed without a permit but in accordance with the structural and safety requirements of the building
code.
1.

Traffic Signs and Signals. Signs erected and maintained pursuant to and in discharge of any
federal, state, or county government function, or as may be required by law, ordinance, or
governmental regulation including official traffic signs and signals, warning devices, and other
similar signs.

2.

Changing of message content. Changing a copy on a bulletin board, poster board, display
encasement, marquee or changeable copy sign.

3.

Home/garage/yard sales sign. Temporary signs advertising a home, garage or yard sale, as
differentiated from signs advertising established commercial enterprises and real estate sales,
may be erected in any zoning district subject to the following provisions:
a.

The sign may be erected only upon the property on which the sale is going to be held and
the height shall not exceed six (6) feet; and

b.

The area of one side of any such sign shall not exceed four (4) square feet; and
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c.

No more than two (2) such sales may be held per year on the same property; and

d.

Only one such sign may be erected on any one piece of property, unless the property
fronts on two streets, in which case one sign is authorized on each street frontage; and

e.

The sign shall be installed no earlier than three (3) days prior to the sale and shall be
removed within one day after the sale. In no case shall such signs be permitted to remain
on the property in excess of seven (7) days.

4.

Temporary window sign (Non-illuminated). Temporary, non-illuminated window signs in display
windows in a business district, limited to 10 percent of the total glass area of the window in
which they are placed.

5.

Temporary real estate signs (Non-illuminated). Temporary, non-illuminated real estate signs
advertising real estate for sale or lease shall be exempt from obtaining a sign permit with the
following restrictions:

6.

a.

All real estate signs advertising commercial property or a residential subdivision of 10
subdivided lots or more shall be a maximum of thirty-two (32) square feet and shall not
exceed 24 months in use.

b.

All real estate signs advertising single-family residential lots for sale or lease shall not
exceed 4 square feet in area and 4 feet in height and shall be limited to one per lot.

c.

There shall be no more than one real estate sign per road frontage and the sign must be
located on the property.

d.

Off premises open house real estate signs advertising the sale, lease or rental of property
shall be allowed in conjunction with and for the duration of an open house showing only
and shall be limited to 4 square feet in area and 4 feet in height.

Public auction/sales signs (Non-illuminated). Non-illuminated signs advertising public auctions
or sales, as differentiated from signs advertising established commercial enterprises, real estate
sales and home/garage/yard sales, may be erected in any zoning district subject to the following
provisions:
a.

The sign may be erected only upon the property on which the auction is going to be held;
and

b.

The area of one side of any such sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet and the
height shall not exceed six (6) feet; and

c.

No more than three (3) such sales may be held per year on the same property; and

d.

Only one such sign may be erected on any one piece of property, unless the property
fronts on two streets, in which case one sign is authorized on each street frontage; and

e.

The sign shall be installed no earlier than thirty (30) days prior to the date of the sale and
shall be removed no later than one (1) business day after the date of the sale or auction.

7.

Identifying sign for official state automobile inspection stations (Non-illuminated). Nonilluminated signs identifying official state automobile inspection stations and the inspection
number which is due, provided that such signs shall not exceed 10 square feet in area and shall
be limited to one sign for each street frontage. Such signs shall not be included in any
computation of sign area. "A-frame" designs shall be considered as a single sign for the
purposes of computing sign area.

8.

Temporary, non-illuminated construction signs. Temporary non-illuminated signs not more than
32 square feet in area, erected in connection with new construction work and displayed on the
premises during such time as the actual construction work is in progress, one such sign for
each street frontage.
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9.

Signs warning trespassers (Non-illuminated). Non-illuminated signs warning trespassers or
announcing property as posted, without limitations on number or placement, limited in area to
three square feet.

10.

Mounted or painted sign on a vehicle. Mounted, attached or painted signs on an automobile,
truck, bus, or other vehicle shall be permitted while in use in the normal course of business.
Such signs must be of a size, style, mounting, color and configuration which would be in
conformance with all Virginia Division of Motor Vehicle laws and regulations for on-street
operation of the subject vehicle. The vehicle containing such sign shall be in operating
condition, shall have proper Division of Motor Vehicle registration and inspection certifications.
Parking areas on a lot for such vehicles must meet front yard building setback requirements and
parking shall be restricted to bona fide parking or loading areas on a lot. Any sign shall which
meets the definition of a Conspicuous Vehicle Sign, as defined, shall be prohibited.

11.

Political signs. Sign applicable to federal, state or local elections are permitted subject to the
following provisions:
a.

The area of such sign shall not exceed eight (8) square feet and the height shall not
exceed six (6) feet in residential districts; or thirty-two (32) square feet in commercial and
industrial districts; and

b.

Such signs shall be removed no later than fourteen (14) days after the election.

12.

Sponsorship signs on Public Facilities or Public Land. Signs advertising activities of sponsoring
organizations for public facilities or public land may be erected in any zoning district subject to
the area of such sign shall not exceed that permitted for the underlying zoning district and the
sign must be placed on the City of Danville public facility or public land which is the subject of
said sponsorship.

13.

Signs of a constituted government body. Signs which are erected or posted and maintained for
public safety and welfare or pursuant to any governmental function or regulation. This includes
specially designed marquee signs used to advertise local government-sponsored, public events.

14.

The display of a national, state or municipal flag. The display of a government flag not
exceeding 72 square feet in area per side within a residential district. The display of a
government flag may not exceed the maximum sign area regulations of a freestanding sign
within any commercial and industrial district without the approval of a special use permit. An
application for a special use permit must provide photo simulations of "before and after" of the
proposed governmental flag and the structure it is to be affixed.

15.

Memorial tablets and historic markers. Tablets or markers erected or approved by the
Commonwealth of Virginia or City of Danville.

16.

Address signs. Signs which display names and/or address numbers only of residential
occupant, with a face of thirty (30) square inches or less.

17.

Seasonal displays and decorations which do not advertise a product or service. Displays or
decorations that are of a patriotic, religious or civic character on private property, not advertising
a product or service, not displayed for a period to exceed 30 days.

18.

Artwork and statuary. Works of art that do not contain any commercial messages or
references.

19.

Decals. Decals affixed to windows or door glass panes, such as those that indicate
membership in a business group or credit cards accepted at the establishment, provided that
such decals do not exceed 36 square inches.

20.

Handicapped parking space sign. Signs not exceeding two (2) square feet in area denoting
reserved parking spaces for handicapped motorists, provided that such signs meet all ADA
requirements.
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21.

Private drive signs. On-premise private residential drive signs limited to one per drive entrance,
not exceeding two (2) square feet in area, with language limited to "private drive" and the
address of any residences utilizing the private drive.

H. - Temporary Signs.
The following signs and displays may be erected only after obtaining a temporary sign permit from
the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator. The temporary sign permit shall cite the applicant's stated
purpose for the sign, the size, type and configuration of the sign, and the time the sign is intended to be
displayed as well as any other necessary information necessary to allow the Director of Planning/Zoning
Administrator to issue the permit. The Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator may issue temporary
permits for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days, when in the opinion of the Director of Planning/Zoning
Administrator, the use of such signs and displays would be in the public interest and would not result in
damage to private property. At the sole discretion of the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator, a
permit for a temporary sign may be extended for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days. If a temporary
sign is not removed by the expiration of the time limitation, the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator
may remove the sign or display and charge the cost of the removal to the individual applicant or
responsible enterprise.
1.

Commercial promotional signs. Special sales promotion displays in a district when such sales
are permitted, including displays incidental to the opening of a new business and special onetime auctions of real or personal property in estate or bankruptcy sales.

2.

Commercial banner. Banners when used in conjunction with the opening of a new business or
an establishment going out of business in any commercial or industrial district. Limit one banner
per business, and the banner must be removed after four weeks.

3.

Residential banner. Banners when used to announce the grand opening and initiation of sales
or leasing of lots and/or dwelling units within a newly developing residential project have at least
10 lots or units. The cumulative area of all such banners erected for any single residential
project shall not exceed 32 square feet. Banners shall not be illuminated.

4.

Temporary portable sign. Temporary portable signs, such as "A-frame" signs, not exceeding 32
square feet in area, which are intended to identify or display information pertaining to an
establishment for which permanent free-standing signage is an order as evidenced by
presentation of a copy of an executed order form for such permanent signage to the Director of
Planning/Zoning Administrator. Such permit shall expire and the portable sign shall be removed
upon the arrival of the permanent sign or 30 days, whichever shall occur first.

5.

Moored balloon and floating sign. Moored balloon and floating signs tethered to the ground or a
structure, provided that the size, type, location and duration of such sign shall be approved at
the sole discretion of the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator.

I. - Prohibited Signs.
1.

Outdoor advertising sign. Outdoor advertising signs, including billboards, unless otherwise specified
in this ordinance.

2.

Permanent pennants and banners. Permanent pennants, banners, festoons, streamers, and all other
flutter, spinning or similar type signs and advertising devices are prohibited, except for the following:
national flags, flags of a political subdivision of the United States and two (2) decorative house flags
per household and a maximum of (4) projecting banners per structure within the TW-C district, with a
maximum of two(2) per street frontage. Flags of a bona fide civic, charitable, fraternal, and welfare
organizations, during nationality recognized holiday periods, or during a special civic event, may be
displayed by temporary permit as provided above in this article, and, further, provided that the
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Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator may approve special flags and flag poles when, at the sole
discretion, of the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator, they form an integral design feature of a
building or group of buildings and not an ordinary advertising device.
3.

Permanent advertising on fences. Permanent advertising signs attached to fences in recreation
areas are prohibited in all residential districts, provided that advertising sign for individual businesses
which are intended to be placed on fences contained entirely within athletic fields may be permitted
by special use permit.

4.

Roof sign and roof projecting sign. No sign which is not an integral part of the building design shall
be fastened to and supported by or on the roof of a building and no projecting sign shall extend over
or above the roof line or parapet wall of a building.

5.

Flashing sign. No flashing signs or signs containing strings of lights shall be permitted in any district.
No such sign shall be constructed, erected, used, operated, or maintained which displays intermittent
lights resembling, or seeming to resemble, the flashing lights customarily associated with danger or
such as are customarily used by police, fire, or ambulance vehicles, or for navigation purposes.

6.

Sign causing visual confusion. No sign shall be constructed, erected, or operated, or maintained
which is so located and so illuminated as to provide a background of colored lights blending with
traffic signal lights which may confuse a motorist when viewed from normal approaching position of a
vehicle at a distance of 25 to 300 feet. Such determination shall be made at the sole discretion of the
Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator.

7.

Tree, utility pole and other related signs. No sign, except official notices of the City of Danville, shall
be attached to trees, utility poles, public property, improvements within public rights of way, or on any
unapproved supporting structure, with such determination made at the sole discretion of the Director
of Planning/Zoning Administrator.

8.

Sign projecting over a public right of way. No signs shall project over public right-of-way without
express permission of the Planning Commission in conjunction with the approval of a site plan,
except for permitted flat signs which may project not more than 18 inches.

9.

Conspicuous vehicle sign. Any sign mounted or painted on or otherwise affixed to any parked
vehicle, parked trailer, or other parked device capable of being towed, which is obviously and
conspicuously parked so as to advertise the business to the passing motorist or pedestrian, and for
which the primary purpose is to provide additional on-site signage or is to serve the function of an
outdoor advertising sign. Excluded from this sign type are vehicles and equipment in operating
condition which are currently registered and licensed to operate on public streets with a valid
inspection sticker and which are actively used in the daily function of the business to which such
signs related. Such determination shall be made by and at the sole discretion of the Director of
Planning/Zoning Administrator.

10.

Signs attached to freestanding sign. Separate signs attached to a freestanding sign or its
supporting structure, advertising services including but not limited to automobile travel clubs and
credit cards.

J. - Nonconforming Signs.
Any sign which (1) was erected in accordance with all applicable regulations in effect at the time of
its erection, (2) was lawfully in existence at the time of the effective date of this ordinance, and (3) which
does not conform to the provisions herein, and any sign which is accessory to a lawful nonconforming
principal use, shall be deemed a lawful nonconforming sign, and may remain, subject to the following:
1.

A nonconforming sign must be maintained in good repair and condition. However, any sign
which is declared to be unsafe or unlawful by any authorized City official because of its physical
condition may not be restored, repaired or rebuilt, and, further, such sign must be removed at
the expense of the owner of such sign or establishment related thereto.
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2.

Nonconforming signs may not be enlarged, extended, modified, reconstructed or structurally
altered except in accordance with this article.
(a)

A sign support, bracket or pole that is non-conforming due to location may be reused to
erect a sign of conforming size or in compliance with subsections (b) and (c) below.

(b)

A non-conforming sign may be removed from its on-site location to allow for routine
maintenance or repair off-site for a period of forty-five (45) days from the date of permit
issuance. Such sign must be repaired and reinstalled within the forty-five (45) day period.
Failure to apply for a permit prior to removal of said sign, or removal of sign for a period
longer than forty-five (45) days will result in the loss of the legal non-conforming status of
the sign.

(c)

A legal non-conforming sign due to size may be replaced with another sign of legal nonconforming size if said new legal non-conforming sign reduces the previous legal nonconformance by a minimum of thirty (30) percent.

3.

Nonconforming signs shall not be repainted or refaced when such action alters or changes the
wording, composition, color or material of the sign unless such a change is specifically
authorized by the issuance of a sign permit.

4.

No nonconforming sign shall be moved on the same lot or building or to another lot or building
unless the sign as relocated is modified to comply with all requirements of this article.

5.

A nonconforming sign may not be reconstructed and must be removed if the structure building
or use to which it is accessory is destroyed, or demolished to an extent exceeding fifty percent
(50%) of the appraised value of the principal structure, building or use.

6.

A nonconforming sign which is destroyed or damaged to an extent exceeding fifty (50) percent
of its appraised value may not be altered, replaced, or reinstalled unless it is in conformance
with this article. If the damage or destruction is fifty (50) percent or less of the appraised value,
the sign may be restored within 60 days of the damage, but shall not be enlarged in any
manner.

7.

Applications for unusual signs or displays which give rise to questions of interpretation of these
regulations may be referred by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator to the Planning
Commission for the purpose of interpretation by the Planning Commission and recommendation
for action on the application by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator. If, in the opinion
of the Planning Commission, the application is not adequately covered by these regulations, the
Planning Commission may direct the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator to make
recommendations for amendment of this article.

K. - Abandoned Signs.
Any sign face(s) shall be removed or covered by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the
sign is located when the business it advertises is no longer on the premises. Such sign, if not removed
within thirty (30) days from the termination of occupancy by such business shall be considered to be in
violation, and the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator may cause the abandoned sign face(s) to be
removed at the property owner's expense. Any sign structure and accompanying framing or brackets,
shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located when the
business it advertises is no longer on the premises. Such sign, if not removed within one hundred eighty
(180) [days] from the termination of occupancy by such business shall be considered to be in violation,
and the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator may cause the abandoned sign to be removed at the
property owner's expense. Any pole or ground sign support structure, pole(s) or pole brackets, shall be
removed by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located when the business it
advertises is no longer on the premises within three hundred sixty-five (365) days from the termination of
occupancy by such business. This shall not apply to sign listings within a multi-tenant buildings in which
tenants change. Allowances for tenant changes will be made for such signs, without requiring that the
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sign be declared abandoned. This section shall not apply to ghost signs as defined in and permitted by
Article 10.

G. - L. - Permitted Signs in all Residential Districts.
SR-R

Sandy River Residential District

T-R

Threshold Residential District

S-R

Suburban Residential District

NT-R

Neo-Traditional Residential District

OT-R

Old Town Residential District

A-R

Attached Residential District

M-R

Multi-Family Residential District

MHP-R

Mobile Home Park Residential District

The following signs shall be permitted in the City's residential districts as listed hereinabove,
according to the site’s current use:
1.

Freestanding Signs.
a. Church, institutional or civic use identification. Public and semi-public use. One freestanding
monument sign, limited to thirty-two (32) square feet, in area for a church bulletin board or
identifying a church, school, park, playground, library, museum, or other permitted public or
semi-public use, recreational use or club, shall be permitted. An additional area not
exceeding forty-four (44) square feet may be devoted to architectural elements which serve
as support or base for such sign and which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
Pole signs are prohibited.
b. Single family detached subdivision or project identification sign. One freestanding
monument, sign per street entrance identifying for a single-family detached residential
subdivision or manufactured home park, limited in area to twenty-four (24) square feet, shall
be permitted. Two (2) such signs are permitted if erected in conjunction with a media
(formal gateway entrance) and approved as part of the plan of development or subdivision
application. An additional area not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet may be devoted to
architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part
of the message portion of the sign. Pole signs are prohibited.
c.

Other residential use sign. Multi-family subdivision or project, nursing home or day care
facility identification sign. One freestanding monument sign not exceeding thirty-two (32)
square feet in area for identifying a multi-family development, single-family attached
development site, nursing home, day care facility, and similar permitted uses in the district,
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shall be permitted. An additional area not exceeding forty-four (44) square feet may be
devoted to architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which
are not part of the message portion of the sign. Pole signs are prohibited.
d. Accessory commercial use sign. One freestanding sign limited in area to two (2) square feet
for any permitted accessory commercial establishment, including home occupations, shall
be permitted if the Zoning Administrator finds the sign to be compatible with home
occupation regulations specified in Article 2, entitled “General Regulations”, of this Chapter.
Any use which was approved via a Special Use Permit may instead be permitted one sign
not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in area. An additional area not exceeding sixteen (16)
square feet may be devoted to architectural elements which serve as support or base for
such sign and which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
d Bed and breakfast identification sign. One freestanding sign not exceeding twelve (12)
square feet in area identifying a bed and breakfast, inn or tourist home, shall be permitted.
An additional area not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet may be devoted to architectural
elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part of the
message portion of the sign.
e.

2.

Dwelling unit identification sign. One freestanding sign limited in area to two (2) square
feet, to identify the owner or occupant of a dwelling or building or a permitted home
occupation, shall be permitted.

Building Mounted Signs.
a. Single family residential use. One sign limited in area to two (2) square feet shall be
permitted.
b. Other residential uses. One or more signs limited to a total of 10 square feet for any multifamily residential development, single-family attached development site, nursing home, day
care facility, and similar permitted residential uses in the district, shall be permitted.
a.

Dwelling unit identification sign. One sign limited in area to two (2) square feet, to identify
the owner or occupant of a dwelling or building or a permitted home occupation, shall be
permitted.

b. Multi-family building identification sign. One or more signs limited in aggregate area to ten
(10) square feet, to identify the building address, shall be permitted.
Decorative flags. One building mounted decorative flag, not to exceed fifteen (15) square
feet in area, shall be allowed for a single-family dwelling unit. Such flag shall not indicate
the name or logo of a business or home occupation, nor a written message pertaining to a
business or home occupation.
3.

Directory Signs.
a.

4.

Church Public use directories. Directory signs are not permitted in residential districts,
except for directories associated with a public use at churches and places of worship. Such
directory signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area. An additional area not
exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet may be devoted to architectural elements which
serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part of the message portion of
the sign.

Additional Regulations.
a. Sign Height and Setback. All freestanding signs in these districts shall have a maximum
height of 8 feet and shall not be located within five (5) feet of any public street right-of-way,
or property line and shall not be located within ten (10) feet of any alley, private street or
driveway intersecting a public or private street.
b Historic Preservation Overlay District (HP-O). In the HP-O District, the Review
Commission shall approve the design compatibility of signs in accordance with Article 3.Q
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and may authorize an alternative signage plan that does not strictly adhere to the area,
number, height and location criteria within the HP-O District if it is determined that the
design is more consistent with the architectural character of the building to which it relates
and other surrounding properties and as guided by the City of Danville's Historic District
Guidelines for signs.
b. Non-residential uses. Signs for non-residential uses shall be governed by the regulations for
signs in the N-C and TO-C Districts.
5.

Summary Chart of Sign Regulations in Residential Districts.

Summary of Danville Sign Regulations
Residential Districts
Signs
Allowed

Maximum Sign
Area

Maximum
Sign Height

Public and semipublic use Church,
institutional or civic
use

1

32 square feet

8 feet

Single family
residential use
detached
development

1

24 square feet

8 feet

Other residential
Multi-family
development

1

32 square feet

8 feet

Nursing home or
daycare facility

1

32 square feet

8 feet

1

2 square feet, or
12 square feet if
approved with
Special Use

8 feet

Sign Type

Setback
Minimum

Illumination

For each lot or
project:
Freestanding or
Monument Sign

Home occupation
Bed and breakfast

5' from public
street R.O.W. or Illuminated or nonproperty line and
illuminated signs
10' from any alley, are permitted in all
private street or residential districts.
driveway.
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Permit

Church Directory
Public and semipublic use directory

1

16 square feet

Dwelling
identification single family Single
family residential
use

1

2 square feet

Multi-family building
identification Other
residential use

1 or
more

10 sq. ft. in
aggregate

Decorative Flag single family
Building-mounted
flag

1

15 square feet

8 feet

For each
establishment:
Building Mounted

Non-Residential
Uses

Signs for non-residential uses in any residential
district shall be governed by the regulations for
signs in the N-C and TO-C Commercial Districts.

H. - M. - Permitted Signs in the N-C and TO-C Commercial Districts.
The following signs shall be permitted in the N-C, Neighborhood Commercial District and the TO-C,
Transitional Office District.
1. Freestanding Signs.
a. Business identification Commercial sign for a single occupant commercial building. One
freestanding commercial sign for identification of a bank, office building, funeral home
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studio, or its occupants or similar uses permitted in the N-C, Neighborhood Commercial
District and the TO-C, Transitional Office District, shall be permitted. Such sign shall be
limited in area to twenty-four (24) square feet. An additional area not exceeding thirty-two
(32) square feet may be devoted to architectural elements which serve as support or base
for such sign and which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
b. Business identification Commercial sign for a group of two or more contiguous stores or
businesses per building establishments in a single commercial building. Permitted sign area
shall be combined into a A single freestanding sign advertising all businesses on the
premises commercial sign shall be permitted. The sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32)
square feet in area. An additional area not exceeding forty-four (44) square feet may be
devoted to architectural elements. which serve as support or base for such sign and which
are not part of the message portion of the sign.
2. c.
Directional signs. Directional signs limited in area to four (4) square feet shall be permitted
as accessory signs and not included in any computation of sign area. One per entrance not to
exceed three (3) feet in height nor located within five (5) feet of any street right-of-way line.
Building Mounted Signs.
a. Wall signs. One wall sign per on-site establishment shall be permitted for each wall of the
building facing a public street on the premises. Sign area shall be limited to one-half
square foot (0.5 sf.) foot of sign per linear foot of building frontage. Under no
circumstances shall any single sign exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.
b. Projecting signs. One projecting sign shall be permitted for each establishment on the
premises. Sign area limited to nine (9) square feet of area.
c.

Awning, canopy, Canopy or marquee signs. One awning, canopy or marquee sign shall
be permitted for each establishment on the premises. Sign identification affixed to an
awning, canopy, or marquee sign is allowed by-right. Sign area shall be limited to onehalf (0.5) square foot feet of sign per linear foot of building frontage. Under no
circumstances shall any single sign exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

3. Directory Signs.
a. Business directories. One directory sign is allowed per commercial building. Such
directory signs shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in area. When directory is
freestanding, an additional area not exceeding twelve (12) square feet may be devoted
to architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which are
not part of the message portion of the sign.
4. Additional Regulations.
a. Unless otherwise specified, all All freestanding signs in these districts shall have a
maximum height of ten (10) feet and shall not be located within ten (10) feet of any
public street right-of-way, property line, alley, private street or driveway intersecting a
public or private street. Additionally no freestanding sign shall be located within the area
of a lot comprised of 30% of the total width or depth of the lot lying adjacent to a
residential use.
b Historic Preservation Overlay District (HP-O). In the HP-O District, the Review
Commission shall approve the design compatibility of signs in accordance with Article
3.RQ and may authorize an alternative signage plan that does not strictly adhere to the
area, number, height and location criteria within the HP-O District if it is determined that
the design is more consistent with the architectural character of the building to which it
relates and other surrounding properties and as guided by the City of Danville's Historic
District Guidelines for signs.
b. Signs permitted in all residential districts shall be permitted in the N-C and TO-C
Commercial Districts, provided that signs identifying uses which are permitted in the
residential districts shall be subject to the regulations set forth in that section.
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c. Additional regulations for establishments with gasoline sales when permitted by right or
special use permit.
1. Types of signs permitted shall be flat, canopy, detached, and pump island. See
regulations for this zoning district for size requirements for flat, canopy, and detached
signs.
2. Gasoline Pump Island signs are subject to the following additional conditions:
a. Two non-illuminated "self-serve" or "full-serve" signs per pump island not to
exceed 2 square feet each; and
b. One fuel price or promotional information sign per fuel pump not to exceed two
square feet.

5. Summary of Danville Sign Regulations
N-C and TO-C Commercial Districts
Sign Type

Signs
Allowed

Maximum Sign Maximum
Area
Sign Height

Setback
Minimum

Illumination

For each lot:
Freestanding or
Monument Sign
Single business

1

24 square feet

10 feet

Two or more
businesses

1

32 square feet

10 feet

Directional Signs

1 per
entrance

4 square feet

3 feet

Directory

1 per
building

8 square feet

10 feet

10' from R.O.W.,
Illuminated or nonproperty line, alley,
illuminated signs are
or driveway and not
permitted in the TOin the 30% of a lot
C and N-C
adjacent to a
Commercial Districts
residential use.
5' from R.O.W.

For each
establishment:
Building
Mounted
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Wall Sign

1 per wall
facing
public
street

0.5 sq. ft. per
lin. ft. of
primary wall
frontage max.
sign 32 sq. ft.

Projecting Sign

1 per
business

9 sq. ft.

1 per
business

0.5 sq. ft. per
lin. ft. of
primary wall
frontage max.
sign 32 sq. ft.

Awning, Canopy
or Marquee

Other

Non-illuminated signs allowed in residential districts are allowed subject to the
regulations of those districts.

I.- N. - Permitted Signs in the CB-C, Central Business Commercial District.
The following signs shall be permitted in the CB-C, Central Business Commercial District.
1. Freestanding Signs.
a. Business identification Commercial sign for a single occupant commercial building. One
(1) freestanding sign for identification of a single business commercial establishment
shall be permitted. Such sign shall be limited in area to sixteen (16) square feet. An
additional area not exceeding twenty-two (22) square feet may be devoted to
architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not
part of the message portion of the sign.
b. Business identification Commercial sign for a group of two (2) or more establishments in
a single commercial building contiguous stores or businesses per building. Permitted sign
area shall be combined into a A single freestanding commercial sign shall be permitted.
advertising all businesses on the premises. The combined sign shall not exceed twentyfour (24) square feet in area. An additional area not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet
may be devoted to architectural elements. which serve as support or base for such sign
and which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
c.

Directional signs. Directional signs limited in area to four (4) square feet shall be permitted
as accessory signs and not included in any computation of sign area. One (1) per entrance
not to exceed three (3) feet in height nor located within five (5) feet of any street right-ofway line.

2. Building Mounted Signs.
a. Wall signs. Wall signs shall be permitted for each establishment on the premises based on
allowable square footage.
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b. Projecting signs. Four (4) projecting signs (including projecting banners) shall be permitted
for each establishment on the premises with a maximum of fifty (50) square feet per
projecting sign or banner, no more than two (2) projecting signs or banners per wall frontage
per street or internal parking area, and a maximum total of one hundred (100) square feet
per wall frontage may be used for projecting wall or banner signs. The minimum height of a
projecting wall of a projecting wall or banner type signage shall be ten (10) feet over any
area accessible to a pedestrian or automobile.
c.

Awning, canopy Canopy or marquee signs. One (1) awning, canopy or marquee sign shall
be permitted for each establishment on the premises.

d. The combined sign area of wall, canopy, awning, and marquee signs shall not exceed the
sum of the following:
• Two (2) square feet of sign per linear foot of primary wall frontage of the first two hundred
(200) linear feet; and
• One (1) square foot per each linear foot beyond two hundred (200) total linear feet; and
• Two (2) square feet per one (1) vertical foot for every foot over twenty (20) feet in building
height.
3. Directory Signs.
a. Business directories. One (1) directory sign is allowed per commercial building. Such
directory signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area. When directory is
freestanding, an additional area not exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet may be devoted
to architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part
of the message portion of the sign.
4. Additional Regulations.
a. Unless otherwise specified, all All freestanding signs in these districts shall have a maximum
height of twelve (12) feet and shall not be located within five (5) feet of any public street
right-of-way, property line, alley, private street or driveway intersecting a public or private
street.
b. Historic Preservation Overlay District (HP-O). In the HP-O District, the Review
Commission shall approve the design compatibility of signs in accordance with Article 3.Q
and may authorize an alternative signage plan that does not strictly adhere to the area,
number, height and location criteria within the HP-O District if it is determined that the design
is more consistent with the architectural character of the building to which it relates and other
surrounding properties and as guided by the City of Danville's Historic District Guidelines for
signs.
b. Non-illuminated signs permitted in all residential districts shall be permitted in the TW-C
Commercial District, provided that signs identifying uses which are permitted in the
residential districts shall be subject to the regulations set forth in that section.
c.

Additional regulations for establishments with gasoline sales when permitted by right or
special use permit.
1. Types of signs permitted shall be flat, canopy, detached, and pump island. See
regulations for this zoning district for size requirements for flat, canopy, and detached
signs.
2. Gasoline Pump Island signs are subject to the following additional conditions:
a. Two (2) non-illuminated "self-serve" or "full-serve" signs per pump island not to
exceed two (2) square feet each; and

76 of 90

b. One (1) fuel price or promotional information sign per fuel pump not to exceed two (2)
square feet.
5.

Summary Chart of Sign Regulations for CB-C Commercial District.

Summary of Danville Sign Regulations
CB-C Commercial District
Signs
Allowed

Maximum Sign
Area

Maximum
Sign Height

Single business

1

16 square feet

10 feet

Two or more
businesses

1

24 square feet

10 feet

Directional Signs

1 per
entrance

4 square feet

3 feet

Directory

1 per
building

8 square feet

10 feet

Wall Sign

1 per wall
facing
public
street

1.0 sq. ft. per lin.
ft. of primary
wall frontage
max. sign 32 sq.
ft.

Projecting Sign

1 per
business

18 sq. ft.

Sign Type

Setback
Minimum

Illumination

For each lot:
Freestanding or
Monument Sign
5' from R.O.W.,
Illuminated or nonprivate street,
illuminated signs are
property line,
permitted in the CB-C
alley, or
Commercial District.
driveway.
5' from R.O.W.

For each
establishment:
Building
Mounted
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Awning, Canopy
or Marquee

Other

1 per
business

1.0 sq. ft. per lin.
ft. of primary
wall frontage
max. sign 32 sq.
ft.

Non-illuminated signs allowed in residential districts are allowed subject to the
regulations of those districts.

J. - O. - Permitted Signs in the TW-C, Tobacco Warehouse Commercial District.
The following signs shall be permitted in the TW-C, Tobacco Warehouse Commercial District.
1. Freestanding Signs.
a. Business identification Commercial sign for a single occupant commercial building. One (1)
freestanding sign for identification of a single business establishment shall be permitted.
Such sign shall be limited in area to sixteen (16) square feet. An additional area not
exceeding twenty-two (22) square feet may be devoted to architectural elements which serve
as support or base for such sign and which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
b. Business identification Commercial sign for a group of two (2) or more contiguous stores or
businesses on-site commercial establishments per building. Permitted sign area shall be
combined into a A single freestanding sign advertising all businesses on the premises shall
be permitted. The combined sign shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area. An
additional area not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet may be devoted to architectural
elements. which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part of the
message portion of the sign.
c.

Directional signs. Directional signs limited in area to four (4) square feet shall be permitted as
accessory signs and not included in any computation of sign area. One (1) per entrance not
to exceed three (3) feet in height nor located within five (5) feet of any street right-of-way line.

2. Building Mounted Signs.
a. Wall signs. Wall signs shall be permitted for each establishment on the premises based on
allowable square footage.
b. Projecting signs. Four (4) projecting signs (including projecting banners) shall be permitted
for each establishment on the premises with a maximum of fifty (50) square feet per
projecting sign or banner, no more than two (2) projecting signs or banners per wall frontage
per street or internal parking area, and a maximum total of one hundred (100) square feet per
wall frontage may be used for projecting wall or banner signs. The minimum height of a
projecting wall of a projecting wall or banner type signage shall be ten (10) feet over any area
accessible to a pedestrian or automobile.
c.

Awning, canopy Canopy or marquee signs. One (1) awning, canopy or marquee sign shall be
permitted for each establishment on the premises.

d. The combined sign area of wall, canopy, awning, and marquee signs shall not exceed the
sum of the following:
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• Two (2) square feet of sign per linear foot of primary wall frontage of the first two hundred
(200) linear feet; and
• One (1) square foot per each linear foot beyond two hundred (200) total linear feet; and
• Two (2) square feet per one (1) vertical foot for every foot over twenty (20) feet in building
height.
3.

Directory Signs.
a.

4.

Business directories. One (1) directory sign is allowed per commercial building. Such
directory signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area. When directory is
freestanding, an additional area not exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet may be
devoted to architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which
are not part of the message portion of the sign.

Additional Regulations.
a. Unless otherwise specified, all All freestanding signs in these districts shall have a maximum
height of twelve (12) feet and shall not be located within five (5) feet of any public street rightof-way, property line, alley, private street or driveway intersecting a public or private street.
b. Historic Preservation Overlay District (HP-O). In the HP-O District, the Review Commission
shall approve the design compatibility of signs in accordance with Article 3.Q and may
authorize an alternative signage plan that does not strictly adhere to the area, number, height
and location criteria within the HP-O District if it is determined that the design is more
consistent with the architectural character of the building to which it relates and other
surrounding properties and as guided by the City of Danville's Historic District Guidelines for
signs.
b. Non-illuminated signs permitted in all residential districts shall be permitted in the TW-C
Commercial District, provided that signs identifying uses which are permitted in the residential
districts shall be subject to the regulations set forth in that section.
c.

Additional regulations for establishments with gasoline sales when permitted by right or
special use permit.
(1)

(2)

5.

Types of signs permitted shall be flat, canopy, detached, and pump island. See
regulations for this zoning district for size requirements for flat, canopy, and detached
signs.
Gasoline Pump Island signs are subject to the following additional conditions:
a.

Two (2) non-illuminated "self-serve" or "full-serve" signs per pump island not to
exceed 2 square feet each; and

b.

One (1) fuel price or promotional information sign per fuel pump not to exceed
two (2) square feet.

Summary Chart of Sign Regulations in the TW-C Commercial District.

Summary of Danville Sign Regulations
TW-C Commercial District

Sign Type

Signs
Allowed

Maximum Sign Area

Maximum
Sign
Height

Setback
Minimum

Illuminated
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For each lot:
Freestanding or
Monument Sign
Single business

1

16 square feet

12 feet

Two or more
businesses

1

24 square feet

12 feet

Directional
Signs

1 per
entrance

4 square feet

3 feet

Directory

1 per
building

16 square feet

12 feet

5' from
Illuminated or
R.O.W.,
non-illuminated
private
signs are
street,
permitted in the
property line,
TW-C
alley, or
Commercial
driveway.
District.
5' from
R.O.W.

For each
establishment:
Building
Mounted

Wall Sign

1 per wall
facing
public
street

Projecting Sign

1 per
business

Awning,
Canopy or
Marquee

1 per
business

Other

The combined area of wall,
projecting, awning, canopy
or marquee signs shall not
exceed 2 sq. ft. per lin. ft. of
primary wall frontage of the
first 200' linear ft. and 1 sq.
ft. per each linear ft. beyond
200', in addition to 2 sq. ft.
per 1 vertical ft. for every ft.
over 20' in bldg. ht.

Non-illuminated signs allowed in residential districts are allowed subject to the
regulations of those districts.
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K. - P. - Permitted Signs in the HR-C, Highway Retail, HR-C, and PS-C, Planned Shopping Center, PS-C
Commercial Districts.
The following signs shall be permitted in the HR-C and the PS-C Commercial Districts:
1. Freestanding Signs.
a. Business identification Commercial sign for a single occupant commercial building. One
freestanding or monument sign for identification of a single business commercial
establishment shall be permitted. Such sign shall be limited in area to seventy-five (75)
square feet. An additional area not exceeding one hundred (100) square feet may be
devoted to architectural elements. which serve as support or base for such sign and which
are not part of the message portion of the sign.
b. Business identification Commercial sign for a group of two or more contiguous stores or
businesses on-site commercial establishments per building and less than 60,000 gross
leasable square feet. Permitted sign area shall be combined into a A single freestanding or
monument commercial sign advertising all businesses on the premises shall be permitted.
The combined sign shall not exceed one hundred and twenty-five (125) square feet in area.
An additional area not exceeding one hundred and fifty (150) square feet may be devoted to
architectural elements. which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part
of the message portion of the sign.
c.

d.

Business identification Commercial sign for a group of two or more contiguous stores or
businesses commercial establishments per building and more than 60,000 gross leasable
square feet. Permitted sign area shall be combined into a A single freestanding or
monument commercial sign advertising all businesses on the premises shall be permitted.
The combined sign shall not exceed one hundred and seventy-five (175) square feet in area.
An additional area not exceeding two hundred (200) square feet may be devoted to
architectural elements. which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part
of the message portion of the sign.
Directional signs. Directional signs limited in area to four (4) square feet shall be permitted
as accessory signs and not included in any computation of sign area. One per entrance or
exit not to exceed four (4) feet in height nor located within five (5) feet of any street right-ofway line.

d. e.
Business identification Commercial signs for a group of four (4) or more contiguous
stores or businesses on-site commercial establishments per building and more than four
hundred thousand (400,000) gross leasable square feet in the contiguous building.
Notwithstanding anything contained in this section to the contrary:
(1) Quantity. No more than one (1) freestanding signs per entrance to a public street
connection of the premises shall be permitted. Any such sign may have two (2) faces
counted as a single sign for area calculation (only one (1) face is included in the
measurement) regardless of the thickness of the sign so long as such faces are attached
to the same structure at no more than a sixty-five-degree angle from one another. A
freestanding sign must be located adjacent to or within one hundred (100) feet of the
entrance to a public street.
(2) Area. The combined sign area of any individual sign face shall not exceed three hundred
(300) square feet in area. An additional area not exceeding three hundred (300) square
feet may be devoted to architectural elements which serve as support or base for such
sign.
(3)

And which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
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(3) Height. The freestanding signs shall have a maximum height of thirty (30) feet to be
measured from the higher of the top of the nearest roadside curb or the surface elevation
of the premises where the sign is located at the setback line.
(4) Setback. No sign shall be located within ten (10) feet of any public street right-of-way
unless said sign is located at least eight (8) feet above grade at the lowest point of any
reader board or changeable panel. If a changeable copy sign panel or reader board is
located eight (8) feet above grade, then the setback may be zero (0) feet. There will be
no required setback from any internal driveway; however, no portion of any freestanding
sign shall be located within ten (10) feet of any overhead electrical service cable.
2. Building Mounted Signs.
a. Wall signs. Wall signs shall be permitted for each establishment on the premises.
b. Projecting signs. One projecting sign shall be permitted for each establishment on the
premises. Additionally each side of a projecting sign must be counted towards the total
allowable sign area.
c.

Awning, canopy Canopy or marquee signs. Awning, canopy Canopy and or marquee signs
shall be permitted for each establishment on the premises.

d. The combined sign area of wall, projecting, canopy, awning, and marquee signs shall not
exceed the sum of the following:
•

Two (2) square feet of sign per linear foot of primary wall frontage of the first two hundred
(200) linear feet;

•

One (1) square foot per each linear foot beyond two hundred (200) total linear feet; and

•

Two (2) square feet per one (1) vertical foot for every foot over twenty (20) feet in building
height.

3. Directory Signs.
a. Business directory for a single occupant commercial building. One directory sign is allowed
per commercial building. Such directory signs shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet in area
When directory is freestanding, an additional area not exceeding forty-eight (48) square feet
may be devoted to architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and
which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
b. Business directory for a group of two or more contiguous stores or businesses per building
and less than 60,000 gross leasable square feet. One directory sign is allowed. Such
directory signs shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet in area When directory is
freestanding, an additional area not exceeding forty-eight (48) square feet may be devoted
to architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not
part of the message portion of the sign.
c.

Business directory for a group of two or more contiguous stores or businesses per building
and more than 60,000 gross leasable square feet. One directory sign is allowed. Such
directory signs shall not exceed forty-five (45) square feet in area When directory is
freestanding, an additional area not exceeding forty-eight (48) square feet may be devoted
to architectural elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not
part of the message portion of the sign.

4. Additional Regulations.
a. Unless otherwise specified, all freestanding signs Freestanding signs for single occupant
commercial buildings or buildings with two or more tenants and less than 60,000 gross
leasable square feet, in these districts, shall have a maximum height of thirty (30) feet and
shall not be located within ten (10) feet of any public street right-of-way, property line, alley
private street or driveway entrance intersecting a public or private street. If a sign is located
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a minimum of twenty (20) feet from any public street right-of-way then the minimum side
yard and driveway setback shall be zero (0) feet.
b. Unless otherwise specified, all freestanding signs, all freestanding freestanding signs for
buildings with two or more tenants and more than 60,000 gross leasable square feet, in
these districts, shall have a maximum height of thirty (30) feet and shall not be located within
ten (10) feet of any public street right-of-way, property line, alley, private street or driveway
entrance intersecting a public or private street. If a sign is located a minimum of twenty (20)
feet from any public street right-of-way then the minimum side yard and driveway setback
shall be zero (0) feet.
c.

Individual free-standing signs for individual shopping center tenants shall not be permitted.
For the purposes of this section, lawfully subdivided out parcels which have been depicted
on the approved shopping center site plan shall be considered as separate parcels and may
be signed as such for the purposes of this code. such.
d Historic Preservation Overlay District (HP-O). In the HP-O District, the Review
Commission shall approve the design compatibility of signs in accordance with Article 3.Q
and may authorize an alternative signage plan that does not strictly adhere to the area,
number, height and location criteria within the HP-O District if it is determined that the design
is more consistent with the architectural character of the building to which it relates and other
surrounding properties and as guided by the City of Danville's Historic District Guidelines for
signs.

d. Non-illuminated signs permitted in all residential districts shall be permitted in the HR-C and
PS-C Commercial Districts, provided that signs identifying uses which are permitted in the
residential districts shall be subject to the regulations set forth in that section.
e. Additional regulations for establishments with gasoline sales when permitted by right or
special use permit.
(1)

(2)

5.

Types of signs permitted shall be flat, canopy, detached, and pump island. See
regulations for this zoning district for size requirements for flat, canopy, and detached
signs.
Gasoline Pump Island signs are subject to the following additional conditions:
a.

Two non-illuminated "self-serve" or "full-serve" signs per pump island not to
exceed 2 square feet each; and

b.

One fuel price or promotional information sign per fuel pump not to exceed two
square feet.

Summary Chart of Sign Regulations in HR-C and PS-C Commercial Districts.

Summary of Danville Sign Regulations
HR-C and PS-C Commercial Districts

Sign Type

Signs
Allowed

Maximum Sign Area

Maximum
Sign
Height

Setback
Minimum

Illumination

For each lot:
Freestanding or
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Monument Sign
Single business

1

75 square feet

30 feet

Two or more
businesses less
than 60,000 sq.
ft.

1

125 square feet

30 feet

Two or more
businesses more
than 60,000 sq.
ft.

1

175 square feet

30 feet

Directional Signs

1 per
entrance

4 square feet

4 feet

Single business

1 per
entrance

30 square feet

16 feet

Two or more
businesses less
than 60,000 sq.
ft.

1 per
entrance

30 square feet

16 feet

Two or more
businesses more
1 per
than 60,000 sq. entrance
ft.

45 square feet

24 feet

10' from
Illuminated or
R.O.W.,
non-illuminated
private
signs are
street,
permitted in the
property
HR-C and PS-C
line, alley, or
Commercial
driveway
Districts.

5' from
R.O.W.

Directory

For each
establishment:
Building
Mounted
Wall Sign

1 or more The combined area of wall,
per
projecting, awning, canopy
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or marquee signs shall not
exceed 2 sq. ft. per lin. ft. of
primary wall frontage of the
1 per
primary first 200' linear ft. and 1 sq.
Projecting Sign
ft. per each linear ft.
entrance
beyond 200', in addition to
1 or more 2 sq. ft. per 1 vertical ft. for
every ft. over 20' in bldg. ht.
Awning, Canopy
per
primary
or Marquee
entrance
business

Non-illuminated signs allowed in residential districts are allowed subject to the
regulations of those districts.

Other

L. - Q. - Permitted Signs in the CP-1, Cyber Park One District, the LED-I, Light Economic Development
District and the M-I, Manufacturing Industrial District.
The following illuminated or non-illuminated signs shall be permitted in the CP-1, Cyber Park One
District, the LED-I, Light Economic Development District and the M-I, Manufacturing Industrial District:
1. Freestanding Signs.
a. Business identification Commercial sign for a commercial building with 60,000 gross leasable
square feet or less. One freestanding or monument commercial sign for identification of a
single business establishment shall be permitted. Such sign shall be limited in area to
seventy-five (75) square feet. An additional area not exceeding one hundred (100) square
feet may be devoted to architectural elements. which serve as support or base for such sign
and which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
b. Business identification Commercial sign for a commercial building with more than 60,000
gross leasable square feet. Permitted sign area shall be combined into a A single
freestanding commercial sign advertising all businesses on the premises shall be permitted.
The combined sign shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in area. An additional
area not exceeding one hundred and fifty (150) square feet may be devoted to architectural
elements. which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part of the
message portion of the sign.
c. Directional signs. Directional signs limited in area to eight (8) square feet shall be permitted
as accessory signs and not included in any computation of sign area. One sign per entrance or
exit not to exceed ten (10) feet in height nor located within five (5) feet of any street right-of-way
line.
c.

d.

Development name sign Commercial sign for business/industrial park provided that it is :

1. Located on private property.
2. Is erected permanently as a marker at or visible from the entrance to a development.
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3. Serves as an accessory use only to existing tenants within the boundaries of that specific
development or park. Denotes the name of the development and existing tenants within
the boundaries of that specific development or park only.
4. Permitted sign area shall be combined into a A single freestanding or monument
commercial sign shall be permitted, regardless of the number of commercial
establishments within the boundaries of the development or park. advertising all
businesses/industries on the premises. The combined sign shall not exceed one hundred
and seventy-five (175) square feet in area. An additional area not exceeding two hundred
(200) square feet may be devoted to architectural elements. which serve as support or
base for such sign and which are not part of the message portion of the sign.
5. Existing businesses/industries shall be permitted individual signage as permitted in
subsections a., b., or c. as applicable to the individual lot development.
2.

Building Mounted Signs.
a. Wall signs. One wall sign shall be permitted for each establishment on the premises.
b. Projecting signs. One projecting sign shall be permitted for each establishment on the
premises. Additionally each side of a projecting sign must be counted towards the total
allowable sign area.
c.

Awning, canopy Canopy or marquee signs. One awning, canopy or marquee sign shall be
permitted for each establishment on the premises.

d. The combined sign area of wall, projecting, canopy, awning, and marquee signs shall not
exceed the sum of the following:
•

Two (2) square feet of sign per linear foot of primary wall frontage of the first two hundred
(200) linear feet;

•

One (1) square foot per each linear foot beyond two hundred (200) total linear feet;

•

Two (2) square feet per one (1) vertical foot for every foot over twenty (20) feet in
building height.

3. Directory Signs.
a. Business directories. One directory sign is allowed per commercial building. Such directory
signs shall not exceed sixteen (24) square feet in area When directory is freestanding, an
additional area not exceeding thirty-six (36) square feet may be devoted to architectural
elements which serve as support or base for such sign and which are not part of the
message portion of the sign.
4.

Additional Regulations.
a. Unless otherwise specified, all ALL freestanding signs in these districts shall have a
maximum height of twenty-four (24) feet and shall not be located within twenty (20) feet of
any public street right-of-way, property line, alley, private street or driveway intersecting a
public or private street. No sign shall be located within twenty (20) feet of any residential
district.
b Historic Preservation Overlay District (HP-O). In the HP-O District, the Review Commission
shall approve the design compatibility of signs in accordance with Article 3.Q and may
authorize an alternative signage plan that does not strictly adhere to the area, number,
height and location criteria within the HP-O District if it is determined that the design is more
consistent with the architectural character of the building to which it relates and other
surrounding properties and as guided by the City of Danville's Historic District Guidelines for
signs.
b. Non-illuminated signs permitted in all residential districts shall be permitted in the in the CP1, Cyber Park One District, the LED-I, Light Economic Development District and the M-I,
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Manufacturing Industrial District, provided that signs identifying uses which are permitted in
the residential districts shall be subject to the regulations set forth in that section.
c.

Additional regulations for establishments with gasoline sales when permitted by right or
special use permit.
(1)

(2)

Types of signs permitted shall be flat, canopy, detached, and pump island. See
regulations for this zoning district for size requirements for flat, canopy, and detached
signs.
Gasoline Pump Island signs are subject to the following additional conditions:
a.

Two non-illuminated "self-serve" or "full-serve" signs per pump island not to
exceed 2 square feet each; and

b.

One fuel price or promotional information sign per fuel pump not to exceed two
square feet.

5. Summary Chart of Sign Regulations in CP-1, LED-I and M-I Industrial Districts.

Summary of Danville Sign Regulations
CP-1, LED-I and M-I Industrial Districts
Signs
Allowed

Maximum Sign Area

Maximum
Sign
Height

Commercial
Building smaller
than 60,000 sq.
ft.

1

75 square feet

24 feet

Commercial
Building larger
than 60,000 sq.
ft.

1

100 square feet

24 feet

1 per
Directional Signs entrance
or exit

8 square feet

10 feet

5' from
R.O.W.

1 per
building

24 square feet

24 feet

10' from any
public street

Sign Type

Setback
Minimum

Illumination

For each lot:
Freestanding or
Monument Sign

Directory

20' from
Illuminated or
R.O.W.,
non-illuminated
private
signs are
street,
permitted in the
property
HR-C and PS-C
line, alley, or
Commercial
driveway.
Districts.
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R.O.W. or
private
street.
For each
establishment:
Building
Mounted
The combined area of wall,
projecting, awning, canopy
or marquee signs shall not
exceed 2 sq. ft. per lin. ft. of
1 per
Projecting Sign
primary
wall frontage of the
business
first 200' linear ft. and 1 sq.
ft. per each linear ft. beyond
200', in addition to 2 sq. ft.
Awning, Canopy
1 per
or Marquee
business per 1 vertical ft. for every ft.
over 20' in bldg. ht.
Wall Sign

Other

1 per
business

Non-illuminated signs allowed in residential districts are allowed subject to the
regulations of those districts.

M.- R. - Special Sign Exceptions.
1. Cause for Exceptions. In order to provide for adjustments in the relative locations of signs of the
same or different classifications, to promote the usefulness of these regulations as instruments of
fact finding, interpretation, application and adjustment, and to supply the necessary elasticity to
their efficient operation, special sign exceptions may be granted by the Director of
Planning/Zoning Administrator, as permitted by the terms of these regulations. Towards this end,
an owner of a property or business may apply to the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator for
a special sign exception permit.
2. Considerations for Exceptions. In considering an application for a special sign exception, the
Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator shall give due regard to the specific guidelines and
standards of this article and those listed elsewhere in this ordinance, and in general to the nature
and condition of adjacent uses and structures, and probable effect upon them of the proposed
exception. The Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator shall also take into account the special
characteristics, design, location, construction, method of operation, effect on nearby properties, or
any other aspects of the particular sign that may be proposed by the applicant.
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3. Adverse Effect. The Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator may grant the exception and
authorize the issuance of a special sign exception permit only if the proposed sign meets the
following criteria:
a. (The sign will not adversely affect the community appearance, health, safety, or welfare of
persons residing or working on the premises or in the neighborhood or corridor;
b. The sign will not unreasonably impair the desired character of the district, corridor or
adjacent districts;
c.

The sign will not be incompatible with the land use plans and objectives of the official
Comprehensive Plan of Danville;

d. The sign is not likely to reduce or impair the value of buildings or property in surrounding
areas; and
e. Such sign will be in substantial accordance with the general purpose and objectives of this
article.
3. Adverse Effect. If the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator should find, after meeting with
the applicant, that the proposed sign; (a.) will not adversely affect the community appearance, health,
safety, or welfare of persons residing or working on the premises or in the neighborhood or corridor,
(b.) will not unreasonably impair the desired character of the district, corridor or adjacent districts, (c.)
nor be incompatible with the land use plans and objectives of the official Comprehensive Plan of
Danville, (d.) nor be likely to reduce or impair the value of buildings or property in surrounding areas,
(e.) but that such sign will be in substantial accordance with the general purpose and objectives of
this article, then the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator, may grant the exception and authorize
the issuance, of a special sign exception permit.
4. Conditions for Mitigation. In those instances where the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator
finds that the proposed sign may be likely to have an adverse effect as above, he shall determine
whether such effect can be avoided by the imposition of any special requirements or conditions
with respect to location, design, construction, equipment, maintenance or operation, in addition to
those expressly stipulated in this article, and may grant a special sign exception subject to such
reasonable conditions and limitations as the case may require, including but not limited to
limitation as to size, type, color, graphic design, location or illumination.
5. Application Checklist. The Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator shall develop a brief check
list which summarizes the City's expectations with respect to special sign exceptions as outlined
in this district. Applicants will be required to submit a completed checklist with each application for
a special sign exception.
6. Application Fee. An application fee to be submitted with any special sign exception application
shall be established by the City Council.

N. - S. - Appeal to Board of Zoning Appeals.
Appeal on the grounds of hardship or on the basis of any other decision by the Director of
Planning/Zoning Administrator shall be made to the Board of Zoning Appeals. Such appeal can be made
by filing with the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator a written request within 10 days thirty (30)
days of the final decision of the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator. The appeal shall proceed
under the law, procedure and rules established for the function of the Board of Zoning Appeals.

T. - Ghost Signs.
A sign as defined by the following: (1) a sign painted on an exterior wall or walls of a building or
structure that have become faded due to natural weathering. (2) Such sign(s) must be at least 50 years
old. (3) No sign that has been painted over to make it no longer visible from a public right-of-way, or has
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been painted over with a subsequent commercial message shall be considered a ghost sign, however if a
sign is revealed through the removal of paint, this provision shall not apply. A ghost sign shall be deemed
a lawful sign, and may remain, subject to the following:
1. A Ghost sign must be visible from a public right-of-way, place or facility.
2. A Ghost sign may not be enlarged, extended, or modified.
3. A Ghost sign shall not be repainted or refaced when such action alters or changes the wording,
composition, or color of the sign.
4. No Ghost sign shall be moved on the same lot or building or to another lot or building.
5. A Ghost sign may not be repainted and must be removed if the structure building or use to which
it is accessory is destroyed, or demolished to an extent exceeding fifty percent (50%) of the
appraised value of the principal structure, building or use.
6. Application for a Ghost sign permit must be made by the owner of the building, lot or parcel on
which the sign is to be repainted.
7. Applications for Ghost sign permit shall be made to the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator.
If such a permit is denied by the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator, an appeal of the
determination of the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator may be made to the City Council
within thirty (30) days of the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator's decision.
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